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GENERAL UPDATES AND SCHEDULE
TODAY



Big Valley Groundwater Advisory 
Committee 

Memorandum of Understanding Review



Meeting Ground Rules
• Turn cell phones off or to vibrate. 

• Public Speakers – Please provide a name for the Clerk and Public

• Use common conversational courtesy and treat each other with 

respect. Please speak up for the Clerk and recording.

• Remember that all ideas and points of view and are valuable.

• Be candid, listen actively and seek to understand others.

• Be concise and share the air. 

• Avoid bringing up past issues if they have already been voiced.

• Welcome levity and humor to the discussions. 



• Stay focused on the meeting agenda.
• Avoid editorial comments. 

• Strive to focus on interests versus positions.

• View challenges as problems to be solved rather than battles to be 

won.

• Be creative and innovative problem solvers.

• Negotiate in good faith.

• Consider the long-term view.

• Foster mutual understanding and attempt to address the interests and 

concerns of all participants.

• Inform, educate and seek input from community constituents.

Meeting Ground Rules



Goals of the BVAC

Create a Groundwater Sustainability Plan that meets the regulations while protecting 
the livelihood of the Big Valley Groundwater Basin residents.

• Ensure local control of the Big Valley Groundwater Basin be maintained by the Lassen and Modoc 
GSAs.

• Work collaboratively and transparently with other members to identify common goals, foster 
mutual understanding, and develop a GSP that all members and their constituents can live with 
and support.

• Negotiate in good faith to achieve consensus on management of groundwater resources in the 
Big Valley groundwater basin into the future.

• Develop a common understanding of existing groundwater resources…current and future needs.
• Consider and integrate science, to the best of its ability and with support from qualified scientific 

consultants, during GSP development and implementation.
• Support implementation efforts guided by GSP goals to use, monitor, and manage water 

resources in a sustainable manner, ensure local control, address current and future local water 
needs, and support the agricultural economy, Adin, Bieber, Nubieber, Lookout, and outlying 
communities, tourist visitation and fish and wildlife habitat in the basin.

• Solicit and incorporate community and stakeholder interests into committee discussions and 
emerging committee agreements in order to develop a locally‐informed and broadly supported 
GSP. Provide a forum for the public to comment during the preparation of the GSP.

• End product, a GSP the BVAC can recommend to the GSA’s



Decision-making Procedures
1) Consensus as the Fundamental Principle: The advisory committee shall strive for consensus 

(agreement among all participants) in all of its decision-making. Working toward consensus is a 
fundamental principle which will guide group efforts, particularly when crafting any draft or final 
advisory committee proposals, reports or recommendations for GSA Boards consideration. If 
the committee is unable to reach consensus, the range of opinions provided, including areas of 
agreement and disagreement, will be documented in meeting summaries or otherwise 
communicated in written reports when advisory committee work is shared with the GSA Boards.

2) Definition of Consensus: Consensus means all committee members either fully support or can 
live with a particular decision and believe that their constituents can as well. In reaching 
consensus, some committee members may strongly endorse a particular proposal, report or 
recommendation while others may simply accept it as "workable." Others may only be able to 
“live with it” as less than desired but still acceptable. Still others may choose to “stand aside” by 
verbally noting disagreement, yet allowing the group to reach consensus without them, or by 
abstaining altogether. Any of these actions constitutes consensus. 

3) Less than 100% Consensus Decision Making: The advisory committee is consensus seeking but 
shall not limit itself to strict consensus if 100% agreement among all participants cannot be 
reached after all interests and options have been thoroughly identified, explored and discussed.
Less‐than‐consensus decision‐making shall not be undertaken lightly. If the committee cannot 
come to 100% agreement, it could set aside the particular issue while it continues work on other 
issues, then revisit the disagreement later in the process. Finally, the committee recognizes that 
certain deadlines must be met during the collaborative process to ensure completion of all SGMA 
opportunities and requirements on time.



Decision-making Procedures

Nay: I do not support the proposal.

Aye: I support the proposal.

Stand Aside: Member verbally notes he/she is 
willing to stand aside and allow group 
consensus

Abstention: At times, a pending decision may be 
infeasible for a participant to weigh in 
on. Member verbally notes he/she 
abstains. Abstentions do not prevent 
group consensus.

Consensus seeking efforts recognize that a convened group such as Big Valley Advisory Committee makes 
recommendations, but is not a formal decision-making body like the Lassen or Modoc GSA’s. 

The Chair may commonly ask, when it appears consensus or near consensus agreement has emerged or is emerging, if 
any member cannot live with said agreement. For any final decisions, committee members will demonstrate consensus, 

or lack thereof, in the following manner:

Any member that stands aside or abstains from a decision is encouraged to explain why his/her choice 
is in his/her best interest.

Remember there is a deadline for the GSP, so try to work through issues with this in mind.



AGENDA
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SUBJECT #1: CH 6 WATER BUDGET
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SUBJECT #1: CH 6 WATER BUDGET
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SUBJECT #1: CH 6 WATER BUDGET



13

SUBJECT #1: CH 6 WATER BUDGET

• Land

• Groundwater
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SUBJECT #1: CH 6 WATER BUDGET

• Surface Water

• Land

• Groundwater
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SUBJECT #1: CH 6 WATER BUDGET

• Surface Water

• Land



SUBJECT #1: CH 6 WATER BUDGET
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SUBJECT #1: CH 6 WATER BUDGET –
REVISIONS

DRAFT
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SUBJECT #1: CH 6 WATER BUDGET
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SUBJECT #1: CH 6 WATER BUDGET
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SUBJECT #2: CH 7 SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT CRITERIA



21

SUBJECT #2: CH 7 SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT CRITERIA
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SUBJECT #2: CH 7 SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT CRITERIA

Cuyama Basin:
“To maintain a sustainable 
groundwater resource for 
beneficial users of the Basin 
now and into the future 
consistent with the California 
Constitution.”

North Yuba Basin:
“…to maintain a locally 
managed, economically viable, 
sustainable groundwater 
resource for existing and future 
beneficial use in Yuba County 
by continuing existing 
management to maintain 
operation within the sustainable 
yield or by modification of 
existing management to 
address unforeseen future 
conditions.”

Kaweah Basin:
“…to preserve the viability of 
existing agricultural enterprises 
of the region and the smaller
communities that provide much 
of their job base in the Sub-
basin, including the school 
districts serving these 
communities. The Goal will also 
strive to fulfill the water needs of 
existing and amended county 
and city general plans that 
commit to continued economic 
and population growth within 
Tulare County.”
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SUBJECT #2: CH 7 SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT CRITERIA

Sustainability Goal

depletion of 
interconnected 
surface water

subsidencedegraded
water
quality

reduction
in

groundwater
storage

chronic
lowering of 

groundwater
levels

Well 1
Well 2
Well 3 …

Well 1
Well 2
Well 3 …

or

basin-wide 
calculation
based on
measured 

values

Well 1
Well 2
Well 3 …

Constituent 1

Well 1
Well 2
Well 3 …

Constituent 2

Constituent 3…

Site 1
Site 2
Site 3 …

or

InSAR data?

Well 1
Well 2
Well 3 …
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SUBJECT #2: CH 7 SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT CRITERIA

Source: DWR 2017
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SUBJECT #2: CH 7 SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT CRITERIA

TBD by GSAs



26

SUBJECT #2: CH 7 SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT CRITERIA
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SUBJECT #2: CH 7 SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT CRITERIA
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SUBJECT #2: CH 7 SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT CRITERIA
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SUBJECT #2: CH 7 SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT CRITERIA

Cuyama Basin:
“To maintain a sustainable 
groundwater resource for 
beneficial users of the Basin 
now and into the future 
consistent with the California 
Constitution.”

North Yuba Basin:
“…to maintain a locally 
managed, economically viable, 
sustainable groundwater 
resource for existing and future 
beneficial use in Yuba County 
by continuing existing 
management to maintain 
operation within the sustainable 
yield or by modification of 
existing management to 
address unforeseen future 
conditions.”

Kaweah Basin:
“…to preserve the viability of 
existing agricultural enterprises 
of the region and the smaller
communities that provide much 
of their job base in the Sub-
basin, including the school 
districts serving these 
communities. The Goal will also 
strive to fulfill the water needs of 
existing and amended county 
and city general plans that 
commit to continued economic 
and population growth within 
Tulare County.”
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SUBJECT #2: CH 7 SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT CRITERIA

depletion of 
interconnected 
surface water

subsidencedegraded
water
quality

reduction
in

groundwater
storage

chronic
lowering of 

groundwater
levels

• _______
_______

• _______
_______

• _______
_______

• _______
_______

• _______
_______

• _______
_______

• _______
_______

• _______
_______

• _______
_______

• _______
_______

• _______
_______

• _______
_______

• _______
_______

• _______
_______

• _______
_______

Cause

Criteria

Effects
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SUBJECT #2: CH 7 SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT CRITERIA
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SUBJECT #2: CH 7 SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT CRITERIA
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SUBJECT #3: CH 8 MONITORING 
NETWORKS

Based on Water Budget

Based on Contours
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SUBJECT #3: CH 8 MONITORING 
NETWORKS TBD by GSAs
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SUBJECT #3: CH 8 MONITORING 
NETWORKS

OR

TBD by GSAs TBD by GSAs



36

SUBJECT #3: CH 8 MONITORING 
NETWORKS

+ +Regulated Sites? Division of Drinking 
Water?

GSA Monitoring?

Which Constituents?

TBD by GSAs TBD by GSAs TBD by GSAs
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SUBJECT #3: CH 8 MONITORING 
NETWORKS

+ +InSAR? Benchmark 
Surveys? Water Levels?

TBD by GSAs TBD by GSAs TBD by GSAs
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SUBJECT #3: CH 8 MONITORING 
NETWORKS

Water
Levels considering

Interconnected
Surface

Water

Groundwater
Dependent

Ecosystems

TBD by GSAs
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depletion of 
interconnected 
surface water

subsidencedegraded
water
quality

reduction
in

groundwater
storage

chronic
lowering of 

groundwater
levels

SUBJECT #3: CH 8 MONITORING 
NETWORKS
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SUBJECT #3: CH 8 MONITORING 
NETWORKS
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SUBJECT #3: CH 8 MONITORING 
NETWORKS



QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FOR 
ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
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