LASSEN COUNTY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD
APPROVED MINUTES

Monday June 14, 2021
Advisory Board Members Present:     Brady Reed – Member – Via Phone/Zoom 
     Ed Mussen – Member 
    




     Michael Hoenig – Member – Via Phone/Zoom
     Curtis Bortle – Member – Via Phone/Zoom 
     Gary Bridges – Member   
     Cheryl Swetland – Member 
     Ronnie Tripp – Member  

Advisory Board Members Absent:      Chris Gallagher – Member 





     Gaylynn Garcia – Member

Staff:
Tiffany Armstrong – Director 
     Nicole Lamica–Patient Rights 

     Grace Poor – Housing – Via Phone/Zoom 
Members of the Press:   

     None  

Other:

     John McGarva – LCSO

     Cheri Ferrell – Judy’s House – Via Phone/Zoom
Andrea Wagner–Access California Via Phone/Zoom 
Mike Bollinger – PD – Via Phone/Zoom 

        1.
 Call to Order: Behavioral Health Advisory Board called to order at 
5:35 pm
2. Approval of the Agenda – Action: Motion- Gary Bridges –– Second- Cheryl Swetland – All in favor – motion carried   
3. Approval of the Minutes: April 2021 and May 2021:  April 2021– Motion – Gary Bridges – Second – Curtis Bortle – All in favor – motion carried – May 2021- Motion – Michael Hoenig – Second – Brady Reed – All in favor – motion carried 

4. Public Comment:
a. Ed Mussen – reached out to the correctional center to see if they could send a representative to attend our meetings.  Discuss closure of CCC – could be a future agenda topic.  

i. Gary Bridges – more or less have a gag order on the employees at CCC – possibly why a representative didn’t attend tonight 
5. COVID – 19: Tiffany Armstrong 
a. Waiting for the Governor’s proposal on masks and social distancing 

i. Waiting for the guidelines from Cal OSHA 

b. Susanville Police Office – passed away from Covid recently 

i. Tiffany read statement released by Governor Newsome

ii. Service will be held on June 24th 

c. Ed Mussen – Ton of the Towers – no profit organization in New York 
i. Officer or Military personnel passes away 

1. Assists with paying off the mortgage

6. Syringe Services Program  
a. Barbara Longo not in attendance tonight.  Will keep on the agenda for future follow up.
b. Tiffany Armstrong – program in which kiosks will be put into the communities for needle collections 
c. Curtis Bortle – would like to see information provided at the kiosks as well – good opportunity to improve public safety 
7. Medicated Assisted Treatment Program (MAT) Tiffany Armstrong/John McGarva 

a. 18-month process to implement into the community 
b. Focus on implementing into the jail 

c. Working with Northeastern Rural Health and Lassen Indian Health on how to continue and monitor with MAT once released from the jail 
d. Plan needs to be submitted by the end of the month 

8. Department Report:  Tiffany 
a. Laura’s Law – will be presented to the Board of Supervisor’s meeting tomorrow (Uses court system for assisted outpatient treatment)
i. Will have to be presented to the board every year for approval or denial 

ii. If approved we will be required to do quarterly reporting to the state

iii. Laura’s Law is not financially supported by the State 

iv. County will be responsible to figure out how this program would be financially supported.

v. Lassen County is working with someone on a Data Recovery Project – to get and start looking at data from BH, Sheriff’s Department to probation to see what programs would be good for our community.
vi. Link for Laura’s Law posted in the chat - www.calbhbc.org/lauras-law 
9. Cultural Competence: Ed Mussen

a. Gaylynn Garcia – volunteered to be the chairperson for the Cultural Competence piece – unfortunately had to resign from the board – will be looking for another board volunteer 
b. Meeting scheduled for this Thursday June 17th at 2:00pm – 555 Hospital Lane or via zoom 
10. Housing: Grace Poor 
a. No Place Like Home Program – grant to create permanent supportive housing in Lassen County specific to individuals experiencing homelessness and who are in need of mental health services. 
i. May 25th Board of Supervisors approved MOU with a developer - Danco 
1. Working with local realtor to find and secure a site – has to be developed within city limits
2. Link for Danco posted in chat - www.danco-group.com
3. Danco will work out the details on how services will be on site 
4. Working with Housing Tools and Danco to provide community education – reduce stigma 
ii. Still in very early development of program 
1. Thought is someone will be available to assist individuals with an array of needs 

iii. Possible different units available for other populations 

1. Dependent on funding sources 

11. Judy’s House: Cheri Ferrell 

a. Now connected with 911 dispatch
i. Transfer calls to Judy’s House for individuals who just need someone to talk to 
b. 1000 flyers have been printed – 500 business cards 
i. Available in both Spanish and English
ii. Provided flyers / hand written invitations to call or come by to Meals on Wheels participants 
iii. Participated in Justice Summit 
iv. Lunch program received flyers today
12. One Stops – Big Valley, Ft. Sage, Westwood 
a. Big Valley – Morgan Manning – Unable to attend
b. Ft. Sage – Janice Gotcher – Not in attendance 
c. Westwood – Nicole Young - Not in attendance 
13. Board Report: Ed Mussen – 
a. Meeting with California Associations of Local Behavioral Health Boards and Commissions – June 24th 10am-12pm

i. 12:30-2:30 Training session 

ii. Board members get ahold of Sarah if interested in attending the meeting 
b. Board Recruitment: On-Going 
c. Sub-Committees
i. Legislation – Ed Mussen still reaching out to legislators 
d. Data Notebook – Ed Mussen contacted the State via email – received previous years Data Notebook submissions 2014, 2015, 2017 and 2018 -will be working on getting updated reports
14. Lassen Community College: Brady Reed 
a. Seaira Harrington has resigned from the college– accepted a job with the VA here in Susanville.

i. Will provide on call crisis counseling until position can be filled 

ii. Will take a few months to get the position flown and filled 
1. Job description is to do awareness and stigma reducing activities 

b. COVID Vaccine will be required for all students who would like to live in the dorms 
15. Suicide Prevention: 
 Nicole Lamica 
a. Promote Awareness 

i.  breaking stigma 

ii. normalize seeking treatment 
iii. Approach as common illness 

iv. How do we support our community

1. Trainings 

a. Build natural supports 

b. ASIST and Safe Talk Training being scheduled for the community

i. Dates to be determined 

c. Out of Darkness 

i. Community Walk – September 25th

ii. Save the Date Flyers and cards available 
16. Access California: Andrea Wagner
a. Modoc Lead Summit – scheduled for next Monday and Tuesday 
i. May attend either in person or via zoom 

ii. Lassen County included in Modoc Summit as many respondents were from Big Valley

iii. Nicole Lamica is scheduled as a key note speaker 

b. Outcomes of Listening session

i. Reached 50 people throughout Modoc County 

ii. Will be discussed at the summit 

c. DHCS –

i. Waiting for informational notice on peer certification 

d. CAMPRO

i. County Level Support Kick off meeting for Peer Certification 

ii. June 16, 2021 at 1:00pm

iii. www.eventbrite.com/e/155863986379 

e. Grants Available Consumer Run Programs

i. 49 or less employees up to $500,000 

ii. 50 or more up to $750,000

iii. Available to grow consumer work force

iv. Must be in by in by July 3, 2021

v. Non-Profit agencies can apply 
17. Susanville Police Department – No Report 
18. Lassen County Sheriff’s Department – John McGarva
a. Extends condolences to the Susanville Police Department for the loss of Officer Ryan Barham 
b. Sheriff Growden sworn in last Wednesday as President of California State Sheriff Association – serving 2021-2022
c. Jail in negotiations with Department State hospitals for Jail based competency treatment program 
i. Will be based out of the old Juvenile Hall building
ii. Working on staffing and budget plans 
d. Budget increasing Behavioral Health piece 

i. Licensed MFT on staff 

ii. Increasing contract hours from 32 to 40 hours per week 

iii. Continue expanding program

e. State inmates 

i. Placed in county jails due to over crowding

ii. 12 State inmates were sent out of the jail today – back into the prison system

iii. An 18-person transport van has been purchased 

1. Bathroom facilities 

2. Heating and air conditioning 

19. Consideration of Future Agenda Items:
a. Grace Poor – Contact Danco Group to see if/when they are available to attend (No Place Like Home program)

20. Other:
a. Stipend – if you would like the stipend – email Sarah to process form
21. Next Meeting Date and Time: July 12, 2021 at 5:30pm
22.  Adjournment:  7:18pm
