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WHY ARE WE HERE?
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WHY ARE WE CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION OF THE GSP?
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HOW DID WE GET HERE?
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HOW WAS THE GSP DEVELOPED?
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GSP DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE

TODAY
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HOW DOES A GSP GET APPROVED?

Source: DWR Presentation May 2021
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Source: Westlands Water District
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“Background”

“Science”

“Planning”

“Implementation”

“This plan is based on the 

best available information 

and science”

Source: UCANR Andrew Brown 

GSP OVERVIEW
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CHAPTERS 1-3: BACKGROUND

“The Big Valley Groundwater Basin is located in one of 

the most remote and untouched areas of California”

“Farming and Ranching in Big Valley date 

back to the late 19th and early 20th century…”

“…the timber industry has been diminished…”

“… the climate sees extreme cold… low land 

use intensity and low value crops…”

Sustainability Goal

…to maintain a locally governed, economically feasible, sustainable 
groundwater basin and surrounding watershed for existing and 
future legal beneficial uses with a concentration on agriculture. 
Sustainable management will be conducted in context with the 
unique culture of the basin, character of the community, quality of 
life of the Big Valley residents…
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CHAPTERS 4-6: SCIENCE

Conditions related to the six 

sustainability indicators:

(and GDEs)
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CHAPTERS 7-9: PLANNING
What is “significant and 

unreasonable” for the six 

sustainability indicators:
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CHAPTERS 10-11: IMPLEMENTATION
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WHAT IS NEXT?
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AFTER ADOPTION OF THE GSP
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Respond to questions from the GSAs


