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Abbreviated Chronology for Use Permit #2020-004, Initial Study #2020-001, Hooper 

 
DATE: 

 
ACTION: 

PROCESSING TIME: 
(noting processing days 
when timeline starts, stops 
or restarts) 

 
June 10, 2020 

Use Permit and Initial 
Study Applications 
received  

30 day intake review per 
Permit Streamlining Act 
(PSA) starts 

 
July 9, 2020 

Application incomplete. 
Itemized letter sent  

 

 
September 11, 2020 

Resubmittal from Sierra 
Geotech received  

30 day intake review per 
PSA starts 

October 9, 2020 Applications accepted as 
complete 

PSA intake review 
concludes 
 

October 10, 2020 Applications accepted as 
complete 

CEQA timeline starts  at 
day 1 

October 20, 2020 Notice of Early 
Consultation circulated to 
state and local agencies

 

November 13,2020 Response to Early 
Consultation from CA 
Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 
received (CFDW)

 

November 23, 2020 Letter forwarding 1st 
biological study to CDFW

 

December 22, 2020 Response Letter from 
CDFW received: bio study 
inadequate

 

January 6, 2021 Letter sent, CEQA timeline 
on hold until appropriate 
response to CDFW 12-22-
20 letter 

CEQA environmental 
document preparation 
timeline placed on hold 
with approximately 74 days 
processing time since 
acceptance  

March 2, 2021 Revised biological study 
and draft bio section of 
initial study received from 
Sierra Geotech; biological 
study conducted February 
26, 2021

 

March 4, 2021 Revised biological study 
and biological section 
forwarded to CDFW
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March 26, 2021 Response letter from 
CDFW: biological study 
inadequate

 

April 1, 2021 Letter to Sierra 
Geotech/Hooper 
confirming project still on 
hold (per 1-6-2021 letter)

 

April 13, 2021 Revised biological study 
and draft biological initial 
study section received from 
Sierra Geotech

 

April 28, 2021 Letter from the Planning 
and Building Services 
Department itemizing 
reasons initial study 
preparation cannot resume 
as requested.

 

May 20, 2021 Biological Assessment 
submitted by Sierra 
Geotech 

CEQA environmental 
document preparation 
timeline restarts at 74 days 

June 28, 2021 Begin circulation of a 
Proposed MND/initial 
Study

 

July 28, 2021 Letter from the Lahontan 
Regional Water Quality 
Control Board regarding 
the Proposed MND

 

July 28, 2021 Comments regarding the 
proposed MND, submitted 
by the law firm Adams 
Broadwell Joseph and 
Cardoza (with attached 
reports from Phyllis Fox 
PhD, PE and Scott Cashen, 
M.S.) 

 

July 28, 2021 End circulation of a 
Proposed MND/initial 
Study 

 

August 9, 2021 Letter from the California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlfe 

 

August 13, 2021 Letter from the ERO 
informing the 

CEQA environmental 
document preparation 

Planning Commission 10/5/21     8 of 53



 

applicant/property owner 
that an EIR is required 

timeline on hold at 159 
days 

August 27, 2021 “Response to Comments on 
Draft Initial Study” 
submitted by Sierra 
Geotech and request for 
Planning Commission 
determination 

 

September 15, 2021 “Environmental Settlement 
Agreement for CalNeva 
Battery Energy Storage 
System and Photovoltaic 
Solar Energy System 
Project Proposed by Dr. 
Charles Hooper, D.O.” 
submitted by Sierra 
Geotech 

 

September 17, 2021 Letter of support and 
proposed mitigation 
submitted by Adams 
Broadwell Joseph and 
Cardoza. 
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September 17, 2021 
 
 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Stefano M. Richichi, Senior Planner  
Maurice Anderson, Planning Director and Environmental Review Officer 
County of Lassen 
Planning and Building Services 
707 Nevada Street Ste 5 
Susanville, CA 96130 
Email: srichichi@co.lassen.ca.us; manderson@co.lassen.ca.us;  
landuse@co.lassen.ca.us    
                 

RE:  Calneva BESS and PSES Project (Use Permit #2020-004, Initial     
        Study #2020-001, Hooper; SCH # 2020100366) 

 
Dear Mr. Richichi, Mr. Anderson: 
 
  This firm represents Citizens for Responsible Industry (“Citizens”) with 
regard to the above-referenced Calneva Battery Energy Storage System (“BESS”) 
and Photovoltaic Solar Energy System (“PSES”) Project (“Project”).  On July 29, 
2021, we submitted comments on behalf of Citizens stating objections and concerns 
regarding the Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration (“MND”) prepared for 
the Project.   
 
 We are pleased to report that as a result of direct discussions with the 
Applicant, the Applicant has agreed to an extensive set of additional measures 
beyond the measures currently proposed in the MND to address the potential air 
quality, biological, energy use, and fire risk impacts identified in the Citizen 
comments.   
These additional mitigation measures fully resolve the issues and concerns raised in 
our comments.  Citizens hereby requests that Lassen County incorporate the 
measures set forth in Exhibit 1 as additional CEQA mitigation measures or as 
conditions of Project approval.   
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 With the adoption of the measures set forth in Exhibit 1, Citizens’ objections 
to the Project and the MND are fully resolved, and we respectfully request that 
Lassen County adopt the MND and approve the Project.   
 
 Please let me know if you have any questions. 
                                                                                          
 
 
      Sincerely, 

     
      Kelilah D. Federman 
        
 
KDF:acp 
  

Planning Commission 10/5/21     51 of 53



September 17, 2021 
Page 3 
 
 

4961-013acp 

 

 

 printed on recycled paper 

EXHIBIT 1  
Measures Requested for Adoption as Mitigation Measures or Conditions of 

Approval  
 

1.1 Air Quality:  

1.1.1 Construction Emissions: The Developer agrees that all diesel-
powered construction equipment shall use Tier 4 Final 
construction equipment, to be confirmed on site by the on-site 
construction supervisor during each day of use. If Tier 4 Final 
engines are not available, controls shall be installed on the 
highest tier equipment available. Effective controls may also 
include selective catalytic reduction (SCR) for NOx, or the use of 
battery or biodiesel-powered construction equipment.  

1.1.2 Construction Emissions: Apply water to disturbed soils after 
demolition is completed or at the end of each day of cleanup. 

1.1.3 Construction Emissions: Limit on-site and on Calneva Road 
vehicle speeds to 20 miles per hour (mph). 

1.1.4 All trucks hauling dirt, sand, soil, or other loose materials are to 
be tarped with a fabric cover and maintain a freeboard height of 
12 inches. 
 

1.2 Burrowing Owl:  
1.2.1 Pre-Grading Survey: The Developer agrees to conduct a pre-

grading field survey of the Project site for burrowing owls. Pre-
grading survey shall mean a survey conducted prior to any 
ground-disturbing construction activities associated with 
groundbreaking of the project.  Pre-grading surveys shall be 
conducted, to the extent feasible, between civil twilight and 10:00 
a.m. and/or two hours before sunset until evening civil twilight, 
to provide the highest detection probabilities for burrowing owls 
onsite. If Project activities are delayed or suspended for thirty 
days or more, the survey shall be repeated.  If the surveys detect 
burrowing owls are at the Project site, the Developer shall follow 
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mitigation protocols from the CDFW Staff Report on Burrowing 
Owl Mitigation. 

1.2.2 On-Site Pipes: Pipes and other den-like structures with a 
diameter of 4-inches or greater that are stored at a construction 
site for one or more overnight periods shall be thoroughly 
inspected for burrowing owls before the pipe is subsequently 
buried, capped, or otherwise used or moved in any way. If a 
burrowing owl is discovered inside a pipe, that section of pipe 
shall not be moved until the Lassen County Department of 
Planning and Building Services has been contacted, who in turn 
will contact the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service.  
 

1.3 Energy Use: The Developer agrees to charge the BESS directly from 
the PSES. If charging the BESS from the PSES is infeasible, the 
Developer agrees to provide Citizens annual summary reports 
documenting the BESS’s operational energy use from the grid, 
including but not limited to times and dates of battery charging and 
discharging to and from the grid, and estimated battery efficiency.  
 

1.4 Fire Risk:  
1.4.1 The Project shall follow the National Fire Protection Association 

855 Standard for the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage 
Systems to address potential fire hazards associated with the 
Project’s battery energy storage system.  

1.4.2 The Emergency Response Plan shall be developed in 
consultation with Lassen County Cal Fire-Lassen County Fire 
Marshall, Doyle Fire Prevention District Lassen County 
Environmental Health, and any additional local, State, or 
federal agencies which may have a mutual aid response at the 
project site. 
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