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LASSEN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT 

May 5, 2020 
 

FILE NUMBER: 2020-001 
APPLICANT: 
PROPERTY OWNER: 

Stephen Polski 
Ian and Pamela Lee 

TYPE OF APPLICATION:            Use Permit 
GENERAL LOCATION:  The project is located at 465-965 Lazy J Lane in 

Janesville, CA. 
ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NUMBER: 129-420-62 
PROJECT SITE ZONING: A-2-B-4 (Agricultural Residential, 4-Acre Building Site 

Combining District) 
GENERAL PLAN: “Rural Residential” per Janesville Planning Area, 1993, 

Lassen County General Plan, 2000  
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT: Exempt from CEQA pursuant to Sections 15061(b)(3), 

15301, and 15303 of the 2020 CEQA Guidelines 
ASSIGNED STAFF: Stefano Richichi, Senior Planner 

_____________________________________________________  
AUTHORITY FOR APPLICATION:  

  
Use Permit Ordinance, Lassen County Code Chapter 18.112 
Second Housing Unit Ordinance, Lassen County Code Section 18.108.270 
________________________________________________________________________     
     
REGULATING AGENCIES:   

Agency       Identified Permits/Approvals 
Planning Commission      Use Permit Approval 
Co. Public Works Department    Encroachment Permit 
Co. Planning & Building Services     Building Permits 
Co. Environmental Health Department   Well & Septic Approval 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  Proposal to convert the second story of an existing barn/garage into a 
second housing unit. The proposed second housing unit would be 672 square feet, while the remaining 
barn/garage would be 1,776 square feet. 

 
PROJECT SITE CHARACTERISTICS and PERMITTING:  Existing improvements onsite include a 
single-family residence with a well and septic system, as well as the barn that is the subject of this 
application.  
 
The Department of Planning and Building Services previously found that the barn was exempt from the 
requirement of securing a building permit as an agricultural building; however, with the conversion that 
is the subject of this use permit, the applicant has applied to secure a building permit for the barn 
(Building Permit #2020-027). An additional building permit for the second dwelling unit will be 
required if this use permit application is ultimately approved. 
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ACCESS: The project is located at 465-965 Lazy J Lane in Janesville, CA. The project site is accessible 
by Lazy J Lane (in essence a driveway serving four parcels), which is not in the County Maintained 
Road System, and by Standish-Buntingville Road, which is in the County Maintained Road System. 
 
SURROUNDING PROPERTIES:  The subject parcel is surrounded by similarly-sized parcels, the 
smallest of which is approximately two acres. Most of the surrounding parcels are zoned A-2 
(Agricultural Residential District) with either a 2- or 4-Acre Building Site Combining District, although 
in practice, the parcels are residential in nature. The parcel to the north is zoned O-S (Open Space 
District) and is managed by the Bureau of Land Management. 

 
 Zoning 

(see notes at bottom) 
 

Parcel Size (acres) 
 

Land Use Designation 
(Janesville Planning Area, 1993) 

North O-S 201.4 “Open Space” 

East A-2-B-2 4 “Rural Residential” 

South A-2-B-4 4.73 “Rural Residential” 

West A-2-B-2 5.02 “Rural Residential” 

      
GENERAL PLAN AND ZONING:   
The parcel is zoned A-2-B-4 (General Agricultural District) and is designated “Rural Residential” by the 
Janesville Planning Area, 1993 and Lassen County General Plan, 2000.  
 
LASSEN COUNTY CODE:  Lassen County Code Chapter 18.112 et seq. establishes the regulations 
regarding the approval of Use Permits. The Planning Commission has the authority to approve, 
conditionally approve, or deny the Use Permit application.  
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL SERVICES:   
 

• Fire Protection is provided by the Janesville Fire Protection District 
• Police protection is provided by the Lassen County Sheriff Department 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT: The Environmental Review Officer of Lassen County has 
determined that this proposal is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act under Sections 
15061(b)(3), 15301, and 15303 of the 2020 CEQA Guidelines. In addition to the “common sense” 
exemption, the other exemptions may apply in the case of minor alterations to existing private 
structures, and for the conversion of a second dwelling unit in a residential zone, respectively. 
 
FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY TAC:  The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) met 
on April 2, 2020, and has developed recommended findings and conditions for consideration by the 
Planning Commission. The recommended findings and conditions can be found in the memorandums to 
the TAC, from its members (attached).  

 
 

 

222



RESOLUTION NO. ________ 
 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE LASSEN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVING  
USE PERMIT # 2020-001, STEPHEN POLSKI (IAN AND PAMELA LEE) 

 
  WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of Lassen County, after due notice and a public 
hearing conducted May 5, 2020, has considered Use Permit Application #2020-001, filed by Stephen 
Polski, to convert the second story of an existing barn/garage into a second housing unit. The 
proposed second housing unit would be 672 square feet, while the remaining barn/garage would be 
1,776 square feet. The project site is located at 465-965 Lazy J Lane in Janesville, CA (APN: 129-
420-62); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Lassen County Code Section 18.112.100 sets forth mandatory findings that the 
Lassen County Planning Commission must make when considering a use permit application; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Environmental Review Officer has determined that this proposal is exempt 
from the California Environmental Quality Act under Sections 15061(b)(3), 15301, and 15303 of the 
2020 CEQA Guidelines. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. The foregoing recitals are true and correct. 
 

2. The Planning Commission finds as follows: 
 

a. That the proposed project is consistent with the Janesville Planning Area, 1993, 
the Lassen County General Plan, 2000, Lassen County Code Chapter 18.18, 
Section 18.108.270, and the provisions of Lassen County Code Chapter 18.112, 
which establishes the regulations regarding the issuance of Use Permits. 
 

b. That the project, as conditioned, will not, under the circumstances of the 
particular case, be detrimental to the health, safety, peace, morals, comfort, and 
general welfare of persons residing or working in the neighborhood of such use, 
nor be detrimental or injurious to property and improvements in the neighborhood 
or to the general welfare. 

 
3. The Lassen County Planning Commission hereby adopts the Technical Advisory 

Committee’s findings, contained in the Planning Commission staff report. 
 
4. The Planning Commission hereby concurs with the Environmental Review Officer 

that the project qualifies for exemptions, pursuant to Sections under Sections 
15061(b)(3), 15301, and 15303 of the 2020 CEQA Guidelines. 

 
5. The Planning Commission hereby approves Use Permit # 2020-001, subject to the 

conditions of approval set forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto.   
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RESOLUTION NO.________ 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the County of 
Lassen, State of California, on the 5th day of May, 2020, by the following vote: 
 
 
AYES: _________________________________________________________________                                                     
 
NOES: _________________________________________________________________                                          
 
ABSTAIN: _________________________________________________________________                                          
 
ABSENT: _________________________________________________________________                                              
 

 
_________________________________________ 
Chairman 
Lassen County Planning Commission 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________ 
Maurice L. Anderson, Secretary 
Lassen County Planning Commission 
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RESOLUTION NO.________ 

EXHIBIT “A” 
 

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
USE PERMIT #2020-001 

     
1. Noncompliance with any of the following use permit conditions shall constitute grounds 

for revocation of the use permit (pursuant to Lassen County Code Section 18.112.060). 
 

2. The Use Permit shall be granted for the use as approved by the Planning Commission.  
Substantial revisions and/or expansions of the project will require a new Use Permit, 
subject to the approval of the Planning Commission. 

 
3. The applicant must secure approval from the Environmental Health Department for the 

second housing unit and its related septic system.  
 
4. The second housing unit shall not be painted in florescent, luminescent, or other extreme 

colors which detract from the appearance of the neighboring property, the community as 
a whole or the natural environment.  
 

5. The second housing unit and related building’s metal siding must be treated with an 
oxidation inhibitor and shall have a no-glare surface. 

 
6. Prior to issuance of an Authorization to Operate or any residential occupancy, all required 

building permits must be secured and pass a final inspection.  Residential occupancy is 
not allowed until an appropriate Certificate of Occupancy is issued.  Engineered plans for 
both the residential addition and the barn itself must be submitted since the barn was 
constructed without building permits as an agricultural exempt structure limited to 
qualifying agricultural use.  The applicant must also meet any building code requirements 
for a change of occupancy. 
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RESOLUTION NO. ________ 
 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE LASSEN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION DISAPPROVING  
USE PERMIT # 2020-001, STEPHEN POLSKI (IAN AND PAMELA LEE) 

 
  WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of Lassen County, after due notice and a public 
hearing conducted May 5, 2020, has considered Use Permit Application #2020-001, filed by 
Stephen Polski, to convert the second story of an existing barn/garage into a second housing unit. 
The proposed second housing unit would be 672 square feet, while the remaining barn/garage 
would be 1,776 square feet. The project site is located at 465-965 Lazy J Lane in Janesville, CA 
(APN: 129-420-62); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Lassen County Code Section 18.112.100 sets forth mandatory findings that 
the Lassen County Planning Commission must make when considering a use permit application; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the California Environmental Quality Act does not apply to projects which a 
public agency rejects or disapproves, pursuant to Sections 15061(4) and 15270(a) of the 
Guidelines. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. The foregoing recitals are true and correct. 
 

2. The Planning Commission finds as follows: 
 

a. That the proposed project is not consistent with the Janesville Planning Area, 
1993, the Lassen County General Plan, 2000, Lassen County Code Chapter 
18.18, Section 18.108.270, and the provisions of Lassen County Code Chapter 
18.112, which establishes the regulations regarding the issuance of Use 
Permits. 
 

b. That the project will, under the circumstances of the particular case, be 
detrimental to the health, safety, peace, morals, comfort, and general welfare 
of persons residing or working in the neighborhood of such use, and/or be 
detrimental or injurious to property and improvements in the neighborhood or 
to the general welfare. 

 
3. The Planning Commission hereby disapproves Use Permit # 2020-001.  
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RESOLUTION NO.________ 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the County of 
Lassen, State of California, on the 5th day of May, 2020, by the following vote: 
 
 
AYES: _________________________________________________________________                                                     
 
NOES: _________________________________________________________________                                          
 
ABSTAIN: _________________________________________________________________                                          
 
ABSENT: _________________________________________________________________                                              
 

 
_________________________________________ 
Chairman 
Lassen County Planning Commission 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________ 
Maurice L. Anderson, Secretary 
Lassen County Planning Commission 
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TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDED FINDINGS AND CONDITIONS 

April 2, 2020 
File #2020-001, Polski, Lee 

County Planning Director 

County Public Works Director 

County Surveyor 

County Sanitarian 

County Fire Warden 

County Assessor 
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