
[image: image1.png]


                 SUMMARY MINUTES





  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS





  707 NEVADA STREET, SUSANVILLE







JUNE 23, 2009
9:02 A.M. CALL TO ORDER

PRESENT:
Supervisors Lloyd Keefer, Bob Pyle, Jim Chapman, Brian Dahle and Jack Hanson; County Counsel Craig Settlemire, County Administrative Officer (CAO) John Ketelsen and Deputy Clerk of the Board Susan Osgood.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.
ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION:   1) Employee performance evaluation:  County Counsel Craig Settlemire. Closed session ends at 9:37 a.m.

9:39 A.M. OPENING CEREMONIES:  Following the flag salute, the invocation is offered by Chairman Keefer.   

ANNOUNCEMENT OF ITEMS DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION:  Deputy Clerk of the Board Osgood reports:  1) Employee performance evaluation:  County Counsel Craig Settlemire – Mr. Settlemire was given a unanimous evaluation of “excellent”.   

AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS:  

ACTION:  Approve agenda as posted.

MOVED BY:
Hanson


SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

PUBLIC COMMENT:  1) Sheriff Steve Warren:  Presents update on last week’s occurrence when Sgt. Dave Martin and Deputy Dave Woginrich were both shot during a drug incident.  Sgt. Martin received a serious gunshot in the arm that did significant damage to his gun hand, traveled up his arm, exited his arm and re-entered his body above his lung.  He is in great spirits; will receive his seventh surgery tomorrow.  Deputy Woginrich was hit two times but is doing well.  Several investigations are being held by different jurisdictions; everything looks good but there is no conclusion yet.  There are many people to thank, especially Shasta County, California Highway Patrol and CALFIRE.  They did an awesome job and he would like to see them recognized by the County in an official way.    
2)  Fire Safe Council (FSC) Program Manager Tom Esgate:  Reports on International Wildfire Conference he attended in Australia.  Lassen County led off the conference; people around the world were impressed with work that is supported here.  Attended the Royal Commission on the investigation of the fires in Victoria where more than 180 lives were lost; presents information and will be sharing it also at the FSC meeting July 6 at the Susan River Fire Station.  States the reason so many people survived was they had information on how to survive; some homes were not in a defensible position.  The Lassen County FSC will be doubling efforts to get information out to public as well as doing fuel reduction work.  There is about $890,000 for Janesville, Archery/Childrens and Lake Forest projects and received funding from Resource Advisory Committee (RAC).  It may be months before the California FSC gets the agreements out and work can start; will use RAC funds to start.    
CONSENT CALENDAR

ACTION:  Take the noted action on the following Consent Calendar items:

MOVED BY:
Pyle


SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:   Yes

COUNTY CLERK ITEM - MINUTES

ACTION:  Approve Minutes of June 9, 2009 

AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER ITEM - CONTRACT

ACTION:  Approve Agreement #09-0179 with California Department of Food and Agriculture for noxious weed management for July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010 in the amount of $16,995.99 and authorize the Chairman to sign the agreement and the Certification. 

AUDITOR & TREASURER DEPARTMENTS ITEM - REPORT

ACTION:  Receive and file Treasurer's Fund Balance Report and Auditor's verification for the month of May, 2009. 

TREASURER/TAX COLLECTOR ITEM - REPORT

ACTION:  Receive and file Treasurer's Investment Report for May, 2009.

TAX COLLECTOR

ACTION: Award contract for banking services with US Bank, and authorize the CAO to sign. 

PROPERTY TAX SALE

ACTION:  Approve claims for excess proceeds from the May, 2008 Tax Sale filed with the Lassen County Tax Collector pursuant to Revenue and Tax Code §4675 as follows: 
	APN
	Claimant
	Recommended Amount
	Unclaimed Excess Proceeds

	001-442-03-11
	Lassen County Tax Collector
	$2,084.43
	

	001-442-03-11
	Keith O'Banion
	$0.00
	

	001-442-03-11
	BNSF Railway
	$0.00
	

	001-452-04-11
	Lassen County Tax Collector
	$1,890.84
	

	001-452-04-11
	Keith O'Banion
	$0.00
	

	001-452-04-11
	BNSF Railway
	$0.00
	

	025-180-03-11
	Redstart Corporation
	$11,525.36
	

	025-180-03-11
	Lee Hortsman
	$0.00
	

	031-140-25-11
	None
	
	$9,612.56

	031-140-26-11
	None
	
	$6,189.53

	031-170-68-11
	None
	
	$4,947.36

	031-190-02-11
	Edward G. Operini
	$8,749.81
	

	045-100-26-11
	None
	
	$5,104.93

	059-010-13-11
	None
	
	$3,617.03

	117-640-10-11
	None
	
	$12,564.05

	117-640-20-11
	None
	
	$4,389.81

	TOTALS
	
	$24,250.44
	$46,425.27

	
	
	
	


MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS

ACTION: Receive and file the following correspondence:

a. Lassen County Alcohol & Drug Advisory Board  Meeting  agenda for June 15, 2009 and the minutes of May 11, 2009.

b.  Susanville City Council, Susanville Community Development Agency, Susanville Municipal Energy Corporation and Susanville Public Financing Authority regular meeting agenda for June 17, 2009.

PUBLIC HEARING - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT / HOUSING

The Public Hearing is opened at 10:02 a.m.

Assistant Community Development Director Joe Bertotti presents staff report.  States the grant application for proposal would include the general project component for housing rehabilitation, homebuyer assistance as well as a non competitive 10% project that could result in the replacement of a roof at the theater in Herlong.  There was also discussion for levee repair behind the Lassen High School District that was hoped to be an eligible activity, but it is not, so the grant application would not include that.  

No one speaks in favor or against this issue.  The Public Hearing is closed at 10:05 a.m.

ACTION:  Approval of a grant application intended for housing rehabilitation and homeownership assistance for up to $600,000 and for a public facilities project for up to $100,000 to be funded by the 2009/2010 Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) General Allocation; and adopt Resolution No. 09-032 making an application and authorizing the execution of a grant agreement and any amendment thereto.

MOVED BY:
  Pyle



SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  No

AYES:
  Keefer, Pyle, Dahle, Hanson

ABSTENTIONS:  None

NOES:
  Chapman



ABSENTEES:      None

UNAGENDIZED REPORTS

Supervisor Pyle:  Would like to have a card sent to Sgt. Dave Martin from the Supervisors.  

Supervisor Dahle:  1) Designates the rest of his discretionary funds divided between the Big Valley Fire Protection District, Stones-Bengard Community Service District and Northwest Lassen Protection Fire District.  2) Attended Regional Council of Rural Counties (RCRC) meeting last week.  Highlights:  a) Prop 36 program (first time drug offenders receive treatment instead of incarceration) – counties are required to provide services to these types of programs without funding.   b) Prop 1A – suspend and redirect 1.9 billion dollars in property taxes from cities, counties and special districts. c) Williamson Act - Budget Conference Committee approved one year suspension for State General Fund savings of 34 million dollars. d)  CALFIRE – talking about State Responsibility Area (SRA) fees ($30 for structures in low fire areas; $50 in high fire areas).  e) Local gas tax (six cents /gallon) used for transportation to support Public Works Department – talking about taking that and shifting responsibility back to counties.  That would mean no public works departments; and roads would not be plowed.  3) Would like to attend the Local Government Summit on Governance and Fiscal Reform to be held July 17-18 in Sacramento. States that dues to RCRC and California State Association of Counties (CSAC) are all worth it; they do a great job for the Counties.  
4)  Reports on the Albaugh’s Frosty Acres Ranch held second “Golden State Star Party”; about 350 people attended this year.  It is a great event for the community and they will be back next year. 
PUBLIC HEARING - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT / HOUSING

SUBJECT: Public hearing to adopt the County of Lassen's Homeownership Assistance Program Guidelines. 

The Public Hearing is opened at 10:23 a.m. 
Assistant Community Development Director Joe Bertotti presents staff report.  Proposed Guidelines would provide guidance for implementation for the County’s Home Ownership Assistance Programs with regard to CDBG funded home ownership element of grant that the Board authorized at last public hearing and for re-lending up to 1.3 million dollars the County has gathered during the last 15 years from original home grants (1993/1994).  The guidelines would position the County to be able to gather funds from future grants and re-lend money already collected.  There is a formatting problem on Page 19 of 50 – Section 7.3 had an “A”, but  no “B”; would re-format that section to account for that by eliminating the “A” from paragraph 1; Add an “A” in place of “1)” and a “B” in place of “2)”, then change lower case letters to numbers (“a.”, “b.” and “c”. would be changed to “1.” “2.” and “3.”).

No one speaks in favor of or in opposition to this request.  The public hearing is closed at 10:25 a.m.
ACTION:  Adopt the Homeownership Assistance Program Guidelines with noted format changes. 
MOVED BY:
Pyle



SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  No

AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Dahle, Hanson

ABSTENTIONS:  None

NOES:
  Chapman



ABSENTEES:      None

UNAGENDIZED REPORTS – Continued

Supervisor Hanson:  1) “Echoes” Supervisor Dahle’s comments.  Have all been engaged with Sacramento on budget issues; also wants to participate.  2)  Reports on copy of letter received from Search and Rescue regarding a vehicle they are attempting to acquire.  Feels would be a good idea to get the truck to Search and Rescue.  Supervisor Chapman:  Notes there is a process before equipment can be surplussed; agencies should have first offer.  Feels Search and Rescue should be given formal status, define their relationship with the County and treat them as other public agencies.  Chairman Keefer:  Requests County Counsel look into this matter and bring it back to the Board.  
Supervisor Chapman:  1) Expands on Supervisor Dahle’s comments; thinks the Board needs to be actively engaged.  Recounts other budget crises.  Suggests setting tax rate at zero, bring to voters to replace system with our own in-house system.  2) Attended June 18 Lassen-Plumas-Sierra Community Action Agency meeting in Chester.  Discussed a number of issues: Lassen Economic Development Corporation Winterization Program which is headquartered in Westwood will get $500,000 to $600,000 in addition to normal funding to be used to weatherize homes, assist with heat, oil, gas and firewood for low income or those in need.  Wants to make sure this is functioning county-wide.  Notes that Lassen County’s share of $2,541 should go to augment the Big Valley area; next meeting will be held in Susanville on November 5.
Supervisor Hanson:  Notes on stimulus money:  Leavitt Lake received two USDA loans through stimulus money for $180,000 and $182,000 for installation of meters and improving lift stations.  Westwood received around $500,000.
U. S. FOREST SERVICE - LASSEN NATIONAL FOREST COMMUNITY LIAISON HEIDI PERRY- MCCOURT

Liaison Heidi Perry-McCourt presents details on projects approved by Resource Advisory Committee (RAC).
Notes those recommended were approved and all were fully funded on June 19.  States those not funded can be re-submitted next time; the Bizz Johnson project may be funded by stimulus money. 
Reminds the Board there will be an Open House Meeting June 25 regarding Access and Travel Management at Jensen Hall, 2:30 p.m. -7:00 p.m. 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
LETTER

ACTION: Approve letter to the Lassen National Forest requesting a 45 day extension to make comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement regarding route designation and authorize the Chairman to sign.
MOVED BY:
Chapman


SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

APPOINTMENT OF COUNTY COUNSEL

ACTION: Approve First Amendment to employee agreement with R. Craig Settlemire and authorize the Chairman to sign.
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT – MINING
Chief Planner Maurice Anderson:   Presents request to Board to approve consultant services contract with Vestra Resources for 2009/2010 for mine inspections; satisfied with services to date.  States the Department would like to get inspector’s job back under the Community Development roof at some point; have done a fee study and are doing further research before bringing something back to the Board.  Discussion is held on the program billing.    
ACTION: Approve consultant contract with Vestra Resources for the Surface Mine and Reclamation Program's 2009/2010 Mine Inspections, not to exceed $68,500, and authorize the CAO to execute contract. 
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle

UNANIMOUS:  Yes
COUNTY COUNSEL - CONTRACT

County Counsel Settlemire:  Presents staff report regarding one year contract with Northern California EMS.  Supervisor Pyle:  The Emergency Medical Care Council (EMCC) does support it.  Chairman Keefer:  Requests that CAO Ketelsen investigate other options that may be available.  
ACTION:  Approve one year contract with Northern California EMS, Inc. (Nor Cal EMS) FY 2009/2010, and authorize the Chairman to sign.  
MOVED BY:
Pyle



SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
BUDGET
Public Works Director Larry Millar: Presents information on 2009/2010 Fiscal Year Road Budget.  ROAD BUDGET ($6,488,622) is for salary and benefits, day to day operation of the Road Department; material costs for chip seal project and other maintenance projects; equipment purchase and Proposition 1B projects.  If Prop 1B money does not come in, projects will not be done.  ROAD CONSTRUCTION BUDGET ($9,131,613) is for various construction projects utilizing Federal and State Funds (overlay project, continuation of Skyline Road Extension, completion of Leavitt Lane Bridge 7C-661 reconstruction, replacement of Lambert Lane Bridges 7C-51 and 7C-66, and the Termo-Grasshopper Road overlay project which is the County’s Stimulus project).  ROAD TRAFFIC RELIEF BUDGET ($1,200,064) is for proposed chip seal and asphalt concrete overlay projects utilizing Proposition 42 funds expected to be received this year.  Funds are utilized for material costs; labor is provided by the road crew.  Projects will not be completed until the funding has been received.  TOTAL BUDGET is for $16,820,299.
States it is a conservative budget based on projected Revenues; backed out gas tax.  If Prop 1B money does not come in, projects will not be done.  Will keep three vacant positions unfilled for now.  Equipment upgrades – will upgrade one and hold off on others until budget is final.  Will hold off on doing planned retrofitting.  Budget looks pretty good for this year.    
ACTION:  Approve Fiscal Year 2009/2010 Budget Adoption for Road Budget. 

MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS

Deputy Public Works Director for Facilities Peter Heimbigner presents Status Report on State's Per Capita Grant Program Funding availability for County Park Facility Enhancement Projects.  Projects have been on hold; money still waiting to be sent to the County.  Outstanding reimbursement is $170,000; $148,000 has been presented and approved; still working on getting $22,000 reimbursed.  State is very vague when checks will be sent out.  Discussion is held.  Clear Creek and Lake Forest Parks are waiting for additional capital to get park projects completed.  
Board consensus is to not spend money until the County has received it; jobs should not go to bid.  Deputy Director Heimbigner will work with CAO Ketelsen regarding an extension of grants.  Supervisor Chapman: Suggests letters be sent to Senator Cox and Assemblyman Logue regarding the importance of that extension.  

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

PRELIMINARY BUDGET

Assistant to the CAO Julie Morgan presents 2009/2010 Preliminary Budget information.  Presents an updated version that shows departments that have submitted budgets; reports the process is going fairly well but there is still work to be done. Will bring back a preliminary budget on July 14.  Supervisor Chapman:  Suggests adding a separate column showing the diminished revenue.     
UNAGENDIZED REPORTS – Continued
Supervisor Keefer:  1)  Updates on Caltrans project for four lanes from Sunnyside to Johnstonville; project was presented to their value analysis team which created confusion.  Reports on three options:   

1) build 4.8 mile stretch and build 2 miles new lane, give other two lanes to County for period of unknown years to operate and maintain, at some point assuming the Transportation Commission would be willing to give up three million dollars in State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) funding to insure this process; there are some right of way issues; can not use shop funds to acquire right of way.  2) Do the 2 miles of new lane over Bass Hill and rehab the other 3 miles to Johnstonville and reverse it on the other side, also widening the top at intersection. Explained that for Lassen County to accept any new road into the county maintained system is a Board action.  They are still struggling with value analysis; it has to go to Sacramento; does not think this has much of a chance.
INFORMATION FOR THE BOARD
CAO Ketelsen:  1) Reports that Williamson Act is going to be taken away for one year; it was 10% down for 2008/2009.  There is currently less discussion on suspending Prop 1A; seems certain the gas tax will be taken; there is talk about disposition of mandates, they would not fund and remove mandates, leaving counties to decide what programs to continue.  2) There has been some discussion at Spalding Community Services District (CSD) regarding sewer inspection.  The inspections have been delegated to the CSD in the contract with the County and it requires an engineer to do that.  They are using lay people to do inspections; CAO Ketelsen has put the CSD on notice that it is in violation and staff is trying to work out practical way for that to happen.  3)  There has been some discussion of the acquisition of the Flanigan Wendel Railroad line.  There is a contract proposed by the consultant to do an assessment and prepare an offer letter; CAO Ketelsen is trying to negotiate with them to get it within his signature authority.  The implication is the offer would be made on behalf of the County and he does not agree to that; will be very cautious.  

UNAGENDIZED REPORTS – Continued

Supervisor Dahle:  5) Reports that Public Works Director Millar did the survey on the County/City property by the casino and would like to have that item put on the agenda with City staff invited.  
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 11:47 a.m.








______________________________  








Chairman of the Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

_______________________ 

Susan Osgood, Deputy Clerk of the Board 
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