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                 SUMMARY MINUTES





  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS





  707 NEVADA STREET, SUSANVILLE







APRIL 21, 2009
9:03 A.M. CALL TO ORDER
PRESENT:
Supervisors Lloyd Keefer, Bob Pyle, Jim Chapman and Jack Hanson; County Counsel Craig Settlemire, Acting County Administrative Officer (CAO) Richard Egan, Personnel Director/Risk Manager Ron Vossler and Deputy Clerk of the Board Susan Osgood.  Supervisor Brian Dahle arrives at 9:51 a.m.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.
ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION:  Conference with Labor Negotiator John Ketelsen:  May include the following bargaining units - a) Lassen County Peace Officers Assn. (LCPOA),  b)  United Public Employees of California (UPEC) c) Lassen County Road Workers Assn. (LCRWA), d) Management and Professional Association, e) Lassen County Peace Officers Assn. Supervisors Unit (LCPOASU), f) Lassen County Peace Officers Assn. Management Unit (LCPOAMU), g) Lassen County Deputy Sheriffs Association (LCDSA), h) Lassen County Management Association (LCMA).
9:55 A.M. OPENING CEREMONIES:  Following the flag salute, the invocation is offered by Chairman Keefer.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF ITEMS DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION:  Deputy Clerk of the Board Osgood reports the Board met in Closed Session on:    Conference with Labor Negotiator John Ketelsen:  May include the following bargaining units - a) Lassen County Peace Officers Assn. (LCPOA),  b)  United Public Employees of California (UPEC) c) Lassen County Road Workers Assn. (LCRWA), d) Management and Professional Association, e) Lassen County Peace Officers Assn. Supervisors Unit (LCPOASU), f) Lassen County Peace Officers Assn. Management Unit (LCPOAMU), g) Lassen County Deputy Sheriffs Association (LCDSA), h) Lassen County Management Association (LCMA) – No reportable action taken.
AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS:  Supervisor Chapman requests the meeting be adjourned in memory of Judith Beckett.  
ACTION:  Approve agenda with noted change.  

MOVED BY:
Hanson

SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.
UNAGENDIZED BOARD REPORTS:

Supervisor Chapman:  1) Attended Annual Fishing Derby on April 18; there were 525 participants and was a big success.  2)  Attended Fair Advisory Board meeting April 14.  Discussed:  demolition of old restrooms; will work on policy of non profit groups doing raffles at Fair; Manager gave update on message sign; hope to have it up before the Fair.  3)  Received email regarding NorCal EMS; feels Budget Committee should discuss funding request.  4) Reports that May is Older Americans Month nationwide; would like to have a proclamation on the agenda next week.  5) Presents report on Silver Star Banner Day on May 1.  The banners will probably be displayed at the Memorial Building, the Courthouse and 707 Nevada Street late Thursday afternoon, April 30.  Silver Star banners will be used to develop public awareness and honor wounded and ill military personnel.  Thanks Peter Heimbigner who purchased the banners.  As previously mentioned, will be working with Blue Star Mothers and the City of Susanville to have banners put on Main Street in recognition of families of active service members.  6)  Designates the following from his discretionary funds: $220 to Public Works to reimburse them for the Silver Star banners that were purchased.        
RECOGNITION COMMITTEE PRESENTATION
Chairman Keefer makes the following presentations for years of service:

10 Year Awards:  Loel Griffith (H&SS LassenWORKS); Caron Beckett (H&SS LassenWORKS); 

20 Year Award:  Steve Fuller (Community Development Department)

30 Year Award:  Robert Davis (Public Works - Road) 

RISK MANAGEMENT

Chairman Keefer presents employee safety award to David Rothery (Health & Social Services).  Lassen County Personnel Director Ron Vossler introduces Trindel Safety Officer Gene Herndon who presents Trindel’s annual safety award, a jacket and bag, to Mr. Rothery.  Trindel Executive Director Don Hemphill; Lassen County Safety Officer Cheryl Douglas and Deputy CAO Health & Social Services Kevin Mannel are also present to honor Mr. Rothery.   

PROCLAMATION
Supervisor Chapman relates Mark Totten’s many accomplishments and presents his proclamation. 
ACTION:  Adopt Proclamation recognizing Mark Totten on his 59 years of public service to Lassen County. 
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
CONSENT CALENDAR

Supervisor Chapman requests Item G1 Minutes of April 14, 2009 be removed from the Consent Calendar.  

ACTION:  Take the noted action on the following Consent Calendar items:
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
COUNTY CLERK ITEMS 

PROPOSITION 65 REPORT - NOTIFICATION OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS RELEASE:  Receive and file report #09-01 filed April 8, 2009.  OES Chief Jackson received a report from County Administration forwarding a Cal-EMA Hazardous Materials spill report. 

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS

Adopt Resolution No. 09-013 authorizing the Lassen County Clerk-Recorder, Registrar of Voters, to conduct all Federal, State and Local Elections in the year 2009. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ITEMS
AVIATION DIVISION

Adopt Resolution No. 09-014 authorizing Submittal of Application, Acceptance of Funding upon Allocation of Funds, and Execution of a Grant Agreement with the California Department of Transportation for an Acquisition & Development Grant and certifying the availability of the County's share of matching funds. 

PARKS DIVISION

Confirm grazing lease to Mapes Ranch Incorporated for use of the Susanville Ranch Park for Spring 2009 grazing. 

SURVEYOR DIVISION

Adopt Resolution No. 09-015 approving Parcel Map Extension Phase Two No. 2006-066, David and Catherine Schroeder. 
MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS

Receive and file the following correspondence:

a.  Lassen County Alcohol & Drug Advisory Board meeting agenda for April 20, 2009 and minutes of March 23, 2009.  

b.  Susanville City Council, Susanville Community Development Agency, Susanville Municipal Energy Corporation agenda for April 15, 2009 and meeting minutes of February 4, 2009.  

c.  Lassen County Air Pollution Control District Governing Board meeting agenda for April 14, 2009.

d.  Mental Health Advisory Board meeting agenda for April 21, 2009.
COUNTY CLERK - MINUTES

Supervisor Chapman suggests rewording of the Minutes regarding the adjournment in memory.  The Deputy Clerk will make change and bring back for Chairman’s signature.

ACTION:  Approve Minutes of April 14, 2009 with noted change.
MOVED BY:
Chapman


SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
TITLE III REQUEST
Assistant to the CAO Julie Morgan presents the Lassen Land and Trails Trust (LLTT) request for Title III funds.  Supervisor Chapman states he will need to disqualify himself on this matter and leaves the room.  LLTT Project Manager Connie Stone leads the nature camp and thanks the Board for their support in funding it.   
ACTION:  Allocate Title III funds to Lassen Land and Trails Trust - Funding for 2009 Children's Nature Camps - $8,510. 
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  No
AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Dahle, Hanson

ABSTENTIONS:  Chapman
NOES:
  None




ABSENTEES:  None
ALLIANCE FOR WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Alliance for Workforce Development (AFWD) Director of Business Services Holly Schirmer
presents the annual report for Lassen Career Network (LCN), Lassen County’s One Stop Employment Center.  The Mission at Lassen Career Network is to serve as the one stop for job seekers, businesses and community members with the purpose of enhancing workforce development within Lassen County, including training, human resource support, employment referrals and other supportive services for job seekers, services to assist them in their time of transition between jobs.  There are currently 161 people in applicant pool ready to go to work.  Last fiscal year a total of 4,911 job seekers came to utilize services, 246 businesses in Lassen County were served with a wide range of services.  Statistics show the economy is affecting small businesses in Lassen County with 26 business closures or downsizings since January, 2008; resulting in 193 individuals losing their jobs.  Co-hosted a three day entrepreneurial business boot camp offered in February to local businesses with 22 people in attendance.  Received funding through American Recovering Reinvestment Act and will be re-training people who have lost their jobs due to no fault of their own.  Will focus on green renewable industry with existing local businesses and future businesses that will come into the area.  There will be a summer youth work program for the first time in ten years; will allow 70-75 youth a meaningful work experience.  Held a customized job fair at Lassen Career Network in January for U. S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management for hiring seasonal firefighters.  There has been a strong increase in the number of attendees at workshops that help people do business with the federal government.  

LASSEN COUNTY FISH AND GAME COMMISSION

SUBJECT: Request for Board to adopt resolution requesting the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW), through the Northeast California Sage-Grouse Working Group expand the buffer zone around sage grouse leks from 2 miles to 3 miles. 

Lassen County Fish and Game Commissioner Don Armentrout (District 4):  Presents information on the Commission’s request for the Board of Supervisors to adopt resolution increasing the existing two mile buffer around leks to three miles.  Presents detailed information from the Conservation Strategy and other data about leks and how overhead power lines and towers affect them. 
Extensive discussion is held.
Supervisor Dahle:  Feels there are a lot of other factors in the decline of sage grouse; predator control is not as strong; there is a large crow and raven population that no one seems to study; feels industry and energy are looked at hard when maybe the focus should be on other factors as to why there is a population decrease.  

Mr. Armentrout:  States that data has shown throughout the west that population was affected when overhead lines and towers were built closer to the leks; avian predators perch there and they have a far greater impact on the sage grouse than mammal predators.  This would provide the power providers with guidelines; there is plenty of room in Lassen County to put in power lines outside the 3 miles from leks and miss the sage grouse.  Wind turbines do not provide a perch for raptors or ravens.   
Supervisor Pyle:  Wants to know what the downside is to expanding this.  

Mr. Armentrout:  Action would be that power lines would be built farther from the lek.  The only thing that puts structures up high enough in Lassen County around leks other than juniper is power lines.
Supervisor Hanson:  Requests the phrase “and other activities” be removed from the resolution.  States the Conservation Strategy was to avoid range wide listing of the sage grouse; could show the County as being pro-active and would like to see an increase in population.  Observes that ravens have become more aggressive in the last two years.  Asks about clear line of sight and additional wording in the resolution.

Mr. Armentrout:  Reports that research has found that even the presence of a new power line within the view shed of the lek has caused the leks to be abandoned.  If it is outside the view shed of the lek (buffered by a natural topography) there would not be an issue; sage grouse can’t see the power line and the ravens can’t see them.

Supervisor Hanson:  Would like that incorporated into the resolution if the Board adopts it. 
Supervisor Pyle:  Needs more information; is not convinced this change would fix anything. 

MOVED BY:  Chapman, striking “and other activities” from the resolution.

SECONDED BY:  Hanson, for the sake of discussion.  

Supervisor Hanson would like changes to the wording of the resolution regarding the issue of topography blocking the view of the lek; feels two miles is a long way.   Discussion is held.
SECOND WITHDRAWN:  Hanson

MOTION:  Fails for lack of second.   

ACTION:  Chairman Keefer continues this item to next week.  Supervisor Hanson will work with Mr. Armentrout on revisions to the resolution.  Supervisor Pyle would like to know what the negative impacts would be to doing this and Chairman Keefer questions the impacts to other uses in the areas, such as mining.  

LASSEN COUNTY WATERWORKS DISTRICT - RE-APPOINTMENTS

ACTION:  Re-appoint Eugene Evans to serve on the Lassen County Waterworks District.  One vacancy exists.

MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

LETTER

ACTION:  Approve letter in support of waiving restriction for planting fish at Ash Creek and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
LETTER
Acting CAO Egan reports that AB 268 has been “killed”.  This letter of support is not needed.  AB 580 Huber which also addresses changes to AB 885 is still alive and suggests the Board may wish to make some comments on that at a later time.
SKYLINE ROAD
SUBJECT: Disposition of County owned property at Skyline Road. 

ACTION REQUESTED: Consider City of Susanville request to transfer property.
County Counsel Settlemire:  Presents staff information regarding a resolution recently adopted by the Susanville City Council regarding a request by the City that the County transfer property that is adjacent to the Skyline roadway between the Diamond Mountain Casino (Casino) and Paiute Lane  intersection.  It is the County’s understanding that the City would in turn transfer a portion of that property to an adjoining parcel where there is a proposed project for a lower income apartment building.  One of the conditions of the transfer to the City by the County would be that a bike trail (a Class I Bikeway) be constructed along the south side of the Skyline roadway from approximately the Casino property down to the intersection with Skyline.  The assumption is that would be handled as a condition for the transfer by the City to the developer so that the developer would bear the cost of installing that bike trail.  Discussions have been held between the City and the County regarding appropriate documents assuring construction of the bike lane or if the property did not transfer, the bike trail would not be constructed so there would not be risk to the County or City.  The apartment project requires some additional parking space because of a previous problem with adjoining property encroaching over the property line.

Property owner Jason Colbert:   States his need for the little strip of land is in order to make the density on his project work, more parking is required.  It has an estimated cost of $50,000 and will go from the Casino to Paiute Lane.  Has been working on this for over a year and has been in communication with the County and the City.  Has a buyer in place ready to go; hopes the Board would consider this so they can move forward a little bit; it is one more step to try and do a nice project in the City.  

Acting CAO Egan:  Reports he attended the City Council meeting last week where they adopted this resolution.  There was another developer there that at least informally was interested in the property for a development.  Does not think there has been a map or any detail showing where the bike path would be and that might be something the Board would want to see.  States the map that is included with the documents does not look like its conducive to a wide enough trail at one point and does not know how that would be resolved.  

Supervisor Dahle:  Questions the width of parcel in question for part of the bike trail.  

County Counsel Settlemire:  States some adjoining land may need to be acquired.  

City of Susanville Mayor Kurt Bonham:  States that if the bike trail is short a few feet, the City would work with homeowners and the City should do what it can to make this work.  This property has been a point of many discussions since it was rezoned 2 1/2 years ago; it is a convoluted process and staff on both sides have been working on it.  The present project has to be approved before August in order for funding to take place.  Is asking for a decision by the Board on whether the property can be obtained by the City or not, contingent upon the bike trail going through to the County’s specifications.   There is another parcel at the corner of the south side of Paiute and Skyline that is unused and the County could acquire it for parking.
Supervisor Chapman:  Presents extensive background information. States the Board has an obligation to make a decision on how the County might be able to use the property in the public’s best interests and determine if there is a portion that can be surplused in the proper manner.  States he has requested staff look into this in the past.  Also would like to have staff research how the Road Fund could be reimbursed for sale or transfer of this property as it was acquired using Road Funds. 
Supervisor Dahle:  Suggests he and Supervisor Chapman get together with staff to review options on this property for both the County and possible surplus.  Would like to move forward; feels everyone can win with this situation.  

Jim McCarthy (Gold Run Realty): Is Mr. Colbert’s broker who is interested in the portion of the property between his property and Skyline.  Mr. Kirack has said he has a project he is proposing on Paiute for some other apartments that may need some overflow parking and he may be interested in some type of arrangement with the City.  The piece of property Mr. Colbert is interested in does  have value to him; but they are not trying to get it for free.  He will build the kind of bike trail the County wants if feasible.  Request the County determine what portion they would want to keep; give them a price and an option of doing work in kind to acquire the portion in question.  
ACTION:  Supervisor Dahle suggests he and Supervisor Chapman meet with staff to determine what the County’s needs would be for that property and what might be excess.  Would like to get this done. 

MOTION:  Dahle  


   
 SECOND:  Chapman  UNANIMOUS:  Yes  
HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES - ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH (EH) DEPARTMENT

SUBJECT: Environmental Health Department as County Department and County Employees. 

Deputy CAO for Health and Social Services Kevin Mannel:  Presents information and history on this agenda item.  Request includes four corresponding actions to the previous proposal to discontinue the Local Public Health Services (LPHS) contract.  1) Creation of a department head position for Environmental Health (EH), classifications and job titles.  2)  Tailor made recommendation fitting Mr. Allen Jones.  If approved by the Board, he would like to make this offer to Mr. Jones for a Classification 29, Step E, 2.5% longevity pay with 200 hours of sick leave.  The total gross dollars of this package compared to his current wage is approximately a $5,000 increase, however it is less than the comparables with the current Director position.  This offer contingent on Board approval has not been confirmed; Personnel Department supports this recommendation.  3)  Would like to make offer to Doug Ames upon his retirement to contract or employ as a temporary employee. 4) Request is to postpone date discontinuing the contract from June 30, 2009 to September 30, 2009.

Supervisor Chapman:  Suggests extending the contract through the June 30, 2010 date as originally agreed with Mr. Ames.  Further discussion is held.  
Mr. Mannel: Reports the change with the current state of California and the recession is what prompts changing the 2 year agreement.  Revenues have been diminishing at a rate greater than ever experienced in Environmental Health and Public Health.  There is always risk any time there is a transition.  

Acting CAO Egan states Mr. Mannel has gone through the fiscal analysis and there is a real savings to be had by converting State employees to County employees.  Thinks risks may be similar whether transition is done this year or next year.  
ACTION: 1)  Approve the Environmental Health Departments organizational chart, job titles, job descriptions and classifications for the Environmental Health Director as a department head in the Department Head/Confidential Bargaining Unit, Classification Range 29 and three Environmental Health Scientist positions in either UPEC Classification Range 27 (EHS III), Classification Range 25 (EHS II) and Classification Range 23 (EHS I), respectively: i.e.: one FTE held in abeyance until supported by economic conditions.

2)  Authorize the Deputy CAO of HSS to negotiate and offer the Environmental Health Director position as Classification 29, Step E with 2.5% longevity in the Department Head/Confidential Bargaining unit, and 200 hours of accrued sick with an existing State employee without competitive announcement and open recruitment.

3)  Establish independent contracts or temporary employment with existing State employee(s) according to the established Lassen County policy and procedures.

4) Approve notice to the California Department of Public Health to discontinue the Local Public Health Services contract for all of the existing State employees between the dates of June 30, 2009 and September 30, 2009.
MOVED BY:
Pyle



SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  No

AYES:
  Keefer, Pyle, Hanson

ABSTENTIONS:  None
NOES:
  Chapman, Dahle


ABSENTEES:  None
LASSEN COUNTY FAIR BOARD - CONTRACT

Fair Manager Jim Wolcott presents information to the Board regarding request to terminate carnival contract with Shamrock Shows.  Shamrock decided to send another contractor to do Lassen County’s Fair as they were also committed to another area.  Mr. Wolcott does not care for the contractor chosen.  There are two other carnivals that are very capable of taking over this contract; will probably do a one year contract then do a Request For Proposal after that.  If Shamrock Shows does agree to do the Lassen County Fair, he will abide by that contract.

ACTION: Approve termination of contract with Shamrock Shows.

MOVED BY:
Pyle



SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
UNAGENDIZED REPORTS – Continued

Supervisor Hanson:  1)  Attended the Visioning Committee meeting in Standish-Litchfield; about 12-14 people were in attendance; there was some discussion of a number of planning issues for future residential development.  Central theme is clean up the community.  There will be a meeting in Doyle tonight.  2)  Transmission Agency of Northern California (TANC) comments are due by April 30; an item will be on April 28 agenda.  There is a rumor the comment period may be extended 45 days.  3) Designates the following from his discretionary funds:   $1000 to the Fort Sage Family Resource Center in support of the remodel of the theatre; $500 to the Doyle Historical Society for their continued work at the Constantia Church.  

Supervisor Dahle:  1) Attended Health Summit for NACo in Sacramento; spoke after Los Angeles (LA) Supervisor Don Knabe who talked about his LA County being the biggest health provider in the LA County. Supervisor Dahle brought in the “rural side” by reporting that Lassen County residents can drive 75 miles one way to get to a hospital and the nearest pharmacy to Bieber is 50 miles away in Burney.  2)  Received call form Tom Esgate; the Fire Safe Council has received $750,000 from the State Fire Safe money; that will help out on projects in Janesville and Clear Creek.  3)  Designates the following from his discretionary funds: $500 to Providence Farm Center.  

Supervisor Pyle:   Will be attending Spalding Community Services District meeting this evening.
Supervisor Keefer:  1) Attended Visioning Committee meeting in Janesville April 27; were about 21 in attendance; a good working group.  Will attend a follow up Visioning Committee meeting at the Johnstonville Grange tonight.  2) Requests item be put on agenda in support of Americans for Prosperity Resolution concerning lawsuit abuse; asks the State to do what it can do to limit the impacts of frivolous lawsuits on local business.  3)  Attended Air Board meeting last week.  Allan Abbs from Tehama did a great presentation; thinks he will be a great fit.  States the Air Board will be sending the Board a letter requesting a loan of $50,000 to cover contract.   4)  Reports that at the last Board meeting the Supervisors requested an item be put on the agenda regarding Spalding and other fire districts.  Staff has requested more time to work on this and it will be scheduled for a study session on April 28. 
INFORMATION FOR THE BOARD

Acting CAO Egan reports a representative from Big Valley Lumber has requested that an item be on the next agenda as they believe the Board of Supervisors has authority to postpone their tax sale scheduled for May 9.  

CORRESPONDENCE - LETTER

SUBJECT:  Letter inviting Supervisors to join 4-H members when they meet Assemblymen Dan Logue and Senator Dave Cox on May 4 to discuss local issues that will be brought to Cal-Focus meeting. 

ACTION:  Chairman Keefer suggests Acting CAO Egan contact the 4-H members and ask them to speak to the board under public comment.  
ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY 

There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 12:14 p.m. in memory of Judith Beckett.








______________________________  








Chairman of the Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

_______________________ 

Susan Osgood, Deputy Clerk of the Board 
�












