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                 SUMMARY MINUTES





  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS





  707 NEVADA STREET, SUSANVILLE







APRIL 14, 2009
9:30 A.M. CALL TO ORDER

PRESENT:
Supervisors Lloyd Keefer, Bob Pyle, Jim Chapman, Brian Dahle and Jack Hanson; County Counsel Craig Settlemire, Acting County Administrative Officer (CAO) and Treasurer / Tax Collector Richard Egan, Personnel Director/Risk Manager Ron Vossler and Deputy Clerk of the Board Susan Osgood.

CLOSED SESSION:  Chairman Keefer announces that no closed session was held.  Following the flag salute, the invocation is offered by Chairman Keefer.

AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS:  Supervisor Hanson requests the meeting be adjourned in memory of Verna Mae Wood and Bev Lane.  Supervisor Chapman requests the meeting also be adjourned in memory of Toxie Jarrell (father of former Sheriff Ron Jarrell) and Ruth Stapleton.
ACTION:  Approve agenda with noted changes.

MOVED BY:
Hanson


SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Dava Montgomery:  Speaks to the Board regarding events that occurred with the Spalding Community Services District (CSD).  States the CSD Board recently terminated all of their volunteer Fire Department and the community is left with no fire or medical emergency protection.  There is an issue with volunteer firefighters also being paid by CAL FIRE.  Expresses her concerns regarding this issue:  no coverage for emergencies; how it will affect volunteers and volunteerism; feels the Board of Supervisors should look into this because of consequences to all small fire departments; is concerned about how district finances are handled and reported.  
Supervisor Pyle:  States he has been kept aware of this matter; explains that the Board of Supervisors has no authority over a CSD or a Fire Department; the people within the community elect or appoint a Board to govern and make policy for that district.  States he has taken steps to assure emergencies would be handled: SEMSA is still handling emergency medical calls; Public Works opened up Route A1 early to help with this matter; there are local EMTs ready to go if needed.   States this will have to be discussed for all fire districts.  
Supervisor Dahle:  Understands this will affect all volunteer fire departments.  Would like this item put on the agenda next week for discussion.

County Counsel Settlemire:   States he has spoken with Spalding CSD Counsel Jim Curtis who indicated there were events happening at that fire department.  Briefly, states this relates to the Fair Labor Standards Act which is a federal law that states if there is someone who is an employee providing services to any employer, including a district, that person cannot also be providing similar services as a volunteer without being paid a wage.  An example would be volunteer firefighters who also provide those services for state or federal agencies.  

Supervisor Chapman:  Requests when the volunteer fire department item is placed on the agenda that information also be provided regarding all districts and how they manage their financial affairs; the public should know the processes used, what the protocols are, where information is published, whether or not audits are done, etc.  

PUBLIC HEARING - COUNTY COUNSEL

The public hearing is opened at 10:01 a.m.

County Counsel Settlemire:  Presents staff report regarding the transferring of funds from the Courthouse Construction Fund (CCCF) to the Criminal Justice Facilities Fund (CJFF).  He has had discussions with the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC); one of AOC’s Counsel questioned whether the County could adopt a resolution that would transfer the funds on a prospective basis as it comes in.  Today’s resolution would transfer all the funds that are currently in the CCCF account; a resolution transferring funds will probably be brought to the Board on a periodic basis.
The public hearing is closed at 10:04 a.m.

ACTION:  Adopt Resolution No. 09-009 transferring funds from the Courthouse Construction Fund to the Criminal Justice Facilities Fund and changing appropriations for such funds.

MOVED BY:
Dahle


SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

LOCAL REUSE AUTHORITY - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT / HOUSING
Convenes as the Local Reuse Authority (LRA). 
County Counsel Settlemire:  Presents staff report on request to grant easements from the County of LRA owned property to the Herlong Public Utility District for utilities.  There was a previous transfer of five acres and easements; additional areas for easements are required.  An updated easement deed has been presented for approval and signature.     


Herlong Public Utility District (HPUD) Manager Pat Williams:  States the project has gone out to bid; hope to award on May 5.  This is to establish easements for the proposed water design which would serve all the LRA properties in Herlong, Susanville Indian Rancheria and Fort Sage School District with new water supply.    Conflicts with the Army Corps of Engineers regarding easements have been resolved.  
ACTION: Adopt Resolution No. 09-010 authorizing the execution of a Deed to Grant Easements to Herlong Public Utility District. 

MOVED BY:
Hanson


SECONDED BY:  Chapman
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

Adjourns and reconvenes as Board of Supervisors. 
LASSEN COUNTY FISH AND GAME COMMISSION

SUBJECT: Request for Board to adopt resolution requesting the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW), through the Northeast California Sage Grouse Working Group expand the buffer zone around sage-grouse leks from 2 miles to 3 miles. 

No one from the Fish and Game Commission is available to discuss this matter.  Supervisor Chapman requests it be continued until the next meeting on April 21, 2009. 

UNAGENDIZED BOARD REPORTS:

Supervisor Pyle:  1) Attended Clear Creek Community Services District meeting; discussed a Caltrans project planned for State Highway 147; discussed the radar sign which is almost complete.  Questions were asked regarding some property that is being sold at a tax sale.  Fire Safe Council is trying to get a fire break in Clear Creek.

Supervisor Dahle:  Attended Transmission Agency of Northern California (TANC) meeting in Burney.  Feels there are a lot of questions that were not answered, such as where the power will come from.  TANC does have eminent domain powers.  About $34 million of public money will be spent for environmental work. There is a lot of concern but it will be awhile before anything really does happen.  2)  Due to the Fish and Game not having done a study, they are not able to plant fish on Ash Creek for the Junior Fishing Derby.  Requests a Board letter of support for a waiver of fish planting be put on the next agenda.  3)  SB 22, the omnibus bill, did pass and was signed into law.  4)  Will be attending a NACo panel April 16 regarding rural health with Dave Jones, Administrator of the health clinic in Big Valley who represents several clinics.  Will be testifying regarding financial issues rural clinics are facing because of loss of insurances and jobs.   

Supervisor Hanson:  1) Ms. Dava Montgomery also made a statement at the LAFCo meeting April 13; it is an important issue for all districts.  Approved LAFCo budget of $54,000 this year versus $56,000 last year; also increased the reserve from $20,000 to $25,000.  Reference was made regarding boundary issues between the City of Susanville and the Susanville Sanitary District.   2)   Attended the TANC meeting in Alturas and Susanville. Thinks the renewable energy question in Lassen County probably is the single issue that has the potential to dramatically change the make up of the County, both positively and negatively.  There will have to be some sacrifices made if this does occur.  TANC is going to go ahead with the environmental work and determine if the project will go forward, which would depend on their membership.  Has been working with Community Development staff and feels the Board should comment on the scoping for the Environmental Impact Study / Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR); should ask them to address the cumulative impacts and growth inducing impacts of the project.  Feels the Board must debate this issue and come to some determination whether to embrace and enable renewable energy generation in Lassen County and with that, exert some control on the location of the facilities, or say no and maybe have the projects come here anyway.  The Board needs to determine how the County is going to best represent the citizens and be able to collect some money from this.  This should not wait; need to update County energy policy.  
Supervisor Chapman:  1) April 21 the Board will present a proclamation to Mark Totten honoring him for his public service.  2) April 1 attended Caltrans External Advisory Liaison Committee meeting.  Discussed funding, potential funding, where STIP dollars are, the latest on the stimulus package.  Two major potential projects in next 5 years:  major work being done on Highway 139 north of Eagle Lake and by Highway 395 at Bass Hill past Johnstonville to Standish.  Next meeting will be in June.  3)  Was pleased to administer the oath to new California Correctional Center (CCC) Warden Ron Barnes who had been acting Warden.  4)  Lassen Plumas Sierra Community Action Committee joint powers board also met April 1; will be having additional meetings regarding funding.  Received augmentation last year and will again this year; asks Board members for contact names for food banks in outlying areas of the County.   5)  The Junior Fishing Derby will be held this Saturday April 18; the fish plant will take place April 15.  6)  Attended beginning part of the TANC meeting.  Further discusses lack of transmission system.  7)  Attended LAFCo meeting:  a) The boundaries regarding the Ridenoure matter has finally been put to rest.  There is an interesting situation in the Susanville area where the City controls water, growth and housing and the Sanitary District controls the sewer pond.  There cannot be growth without sewer pond access; LAFCo Executive Officer John Benoit will be looking at this issue.  b)  One item in the LAFCo budget shows Brown Act Compliance at $5,000.  This seems to be more of a public records act item and should probably be called something different.  There is no quantification of what the money is spent on.  Thinks the Supervisors should look at that.  8)  April 15 the City Council has an item on their agenda regarding the County’s land by the casino, the Skyline Road Right of Way, on agenda for discussion.  Would like this item on the Board’s next agenda.

Supervisor Keefer:  1) Reports the Fair Advisory Board meeting is tonight; Supervisor Hanson states he will attend.  2)  Presents information on AB 268 repeals AB 885 regarding the waste water discharge issue; feels the Board should support it and would like an item on the next agenda.  2)  TANC meeting: states the County needs to discuss this during the budget process; need to update the energy element.  3)  Last fall the Fire Safe Council (FSC) requested the Board send a letter to Lahontan Water Quality Control Board in support of a waiver for exemptions for FSC work.  It appeared they had complied, however, the exemption was for one that CAL FIRE (CDF) allows and one that the FSC does not like to use.  Supervisor Keefer met with FSC representatives, a number of timber industry-forester types and Lahontan and they seemed to be very amenable to considering some suggestions.  He will review the new information presented, discuss it with some foresters and a new letter may need to be sent.   Suggested separate zones be set up if needed instead of applying a broad brush approach statewide.  4) County Road A3 is starting to have some serious structural problems probably because of large truck traffic which are not supposed to be there.  Has received complaints of trucks on the road around 10:00 – 11:00 p.m. and 2:00 – 3:00 a.m.  Speaks to the Sheriff and his staff in the audience and will address with the California Highway Patrol (CHP); would like them to take notice if they are in the area.  Work will be done on the road through the summer.  Discussion is held.  
CONSENT CALENDAR

ACTION:  Take the noted action on the following Consent Calendar items:

MOVED BY:
Dahle


SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
COUNTY CLERK ITEM - MINUTES

Minutes of March 17, 2009. 

ACTION REQUESTED: Approve. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES ITEM - PERSONNEL DIVISION

Adopt Resolution No. 09-011adding Lassen County Air Pollution Control District to the County of Lassen Excess Liability Program Coverage through the California State Association of Counties - Excess Insurance Authority. 

AUDITOR & TREASURER DEPARTMENTS ITEM - REPORT

Receive and file Treasurer's Fund Balance Report and Auditor's verification for the month of March, 2009. 

HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES ITEM - ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUG PROGRAMS

Approve Amendment to Net Negotiated Agreement with the State of California Alcohol and Drug Programs to increase the FY 2008/2009 contract amount by $11,259 for a new FY 2008/2009 amount of $665,904 and a total contract amount not to exceed $1,982,379, and authorize the CAO to execute the agreement documents. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ITEMS 
ROAD DIVISION

Authorize the Chairman to sign the Federal Apportionment Exchange Program and State Match Program 2008/2009, Agreement No. X09-5907(503) with the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). 

ROAD DIVISION

Award the bid to Atlas Contractors, Inc., Sparks, Nevada, in the amount of $54.90 per ton (not to exceed 1250 tons or $73,600 w/tax) for the Standish and Ravendale areas; to Sierra Cascade Aggregate and Asphalt Products, Chester, in the amount of $66.00 per ton (not to exceed 1550 tons or $109,717 w/tax) for the Westwood area; and to Hat Creek Construction and Materials, Burney, in the amount of $68.00 per ton (not to exceed 500 tons or $36,465 w/tax) for the Bieber area for "Asphalt Concrete (1/2" max. med. PG Grade 64-28)," the lowest bidders meeting the requirements considering transportation costs to haul the material from the plant to the individual job sites. 

ROAD DIVISION

Adopt Resolution No. 09-012 Certifying County Maintained Mileage for 2008. 

ROAD DIVISION

Award the Agreement for the completion of the Location and Design Hydraulic Studies for Skyline Road Extension to CB Consulting, Susanville, CA in the amount of not-to-exceed $16,500 and 2) authorize the Public Works Director to sign the agreement upon approval from County Counsel. 

SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT ITEM - GRANT APPLICATION

Authorize the Sheriff to apply for the following grants under the American Recovery and Reimbursement Act if it is determined that the Sheriff's Office meets eligibility requirements:  The Edward Byrne Competitive Grant Program; Assistance to Rural Law Enforcement to Combat Crime and Drugs; Recovery Act: Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Formula Program: Local Solicitation; and COPS Hiring and Recovery Program. 

TREASURER/TAX COLLECTOR ITEM - REPORT

Receive and file Treasurer's Investment Report for March, 2009. 

PRISON TRIAL COSTS ITEMS - PRISON TRIAL COSTS REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM ITEMS

Receive and file Recap of CCC Prison and High Desert State Prison Trials Cost Reimbursement Billing for July 2008 through March 2009. 

MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS

Receive and file the following correspondence:

a.  PSA 2 Area Agency on Aging Advisory Council meeting agenda for March 27, 2009 and notice of public meetings to be held in April regarding the 2009/2012 Area Plan.

b.  Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) of Lassen County meeting agenda for April 13, 2009.

c.  Lassen County Planning Commission meeting agenda for April 9, 2009.

d. Big Valley Newsletter for April, 2009.

e. Lassen County Technical Advisory Committee meeting agenda for April 8, 2009.

f. Lassen County Planning Commission meeting agenda for April 1, 2009. 

g.  Susanville City Council, Susanville Community Development Agency, Susanville Municipal Energy Corporation agenda for April 1, 2009 and Susanville City Council meeting minutes of January 7, 2009 and January 21, 2009.

LASSEN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION - RE-APPOINTMENTS

ACTION:  Re-appoint Toni Poulsen (Appointee 1) and Aaron Albaugh (Appointee 4) to the Lassen County Planning Commission. 

MOVED BY:
Pyle



SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

FISH AND GAME COMMISSION - RE-APPOINTMENTS

ACTION: Re-appoint Steve Dustin (Appointee 1), William Knox (Appointee 1), Wayne Jambois (Appointee 2), Jerry Dieter (Appointee 2) and Buck Parks (Appointee 4) to the Fish and Game Commission. 

MOVED BY:
Chapman


SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

FAIR ADVISORY BOARD - RE-APPOINTMENTS

ACTION: Re-appoint Henry Bietz (Appointee 1); Dan Douglas (Appointee 1); Tim Bruce (Appointee 2); Jose Pena (Appointee 2); Rebecca Albaugh (Appointee 4); Todd Eid (Appointee 4) to the Fair Advisory Board.

MOVED BY:
Dahle
 


SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

COUNTY CLERK - MINUTES

ACTION: Approve Minutes of March 24, 2009. 

MOVED BY:
Chapman


SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:   Yes

AYES:
  Keefer, Pyle, Chapman, Dahle
ABSTENTIONS:  Hanson

NOES:
  None




ABSENTEES:  None

AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER - PREDATORY ANIMAL CONTROL

Agricultural Commissioner Jim Donnelly presents staff report; states the federal trapper handles predatory animal control.  Report for 2007/2008 shows damage caused cost $86,000.  This year’s report shows over 70 beavers caused problems because of the lack of water they were building more dams.  This year the trapper’s contract is increasing about $3,000 (to $72,000); the County is asked to handle 61% of that.  Cost is going up to $72,000. Expected about $9,000 from Taylor Grazing fees but only received $8,607 this year.  Discussion is held.   Supervisor Chapman suggests this item be discussed further during the budget process.

ACTION:  Approve Annual Work Plan for Predatory Animal Control with United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) - Wildlife Services for FY 2009/2010 in the amount of $72,000, and authorize the Agriculture Commissioner to sign the Plan.

MOVED BY:  Pyle



SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS – LETTER

ACTION:  Approve letter of Support for SB 295 - California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 and authorize the Chairman to sign.  Supervisor Dahle suggests that each Supervisor send a separate letter of support.
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT / HOUSING

ACTION: Approve travel authorization request for Chandra Fynaardt to attend the National Development Council's ED 202 in Dallas, Texas April 20-24, 2009.  The estimated cost is $2,435.15. 

MOVED BY:
Hanson


SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES - FAMILY AND CHILDREN PROTECTIVE SERVICES

Deputy CAO for Health and Social Services Kevin Mannel presents staff report to the Board.  Supervisor Chapman suggests that a representative from Hospice be added to list of Review Team members.  

ACTION:  Authorize the formation of an Elder Death Review Team; and approve combining the Elder Death Review Team with the existing Child Death Review Team.

MOVED BY:
Pyle



SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

INFORMATION FOR THE BOARD
Acting CAO Richard Egan:  1) Reports that Supervisor Chapman briefed him regarding the City of Susanville’s request to obtain the property on Skyline to facilitate their housing project; will attend the City Council meeting April 15 if this item is going to be on their agenda.  2)  Some Board members have been contacted by representatives of Big Valley Lumber regarding the Treasurer’s May tax sale; they have suggested there might be some method the Board might delay or postpone that sale.  Mr. Egan is not aware of that authority and plans to proceed with the sale as posted.  
ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY 

There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 11:18 a.m. memory of Verna Mae Wood, Bev Lane, Toxie Jarrell, and Ruth Stapleton.








______________________________  








Chairman of the Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

_______________________ 

Susan Osgood, Deputy Clerk of the Board 
�











