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                 SUMMARY MINUTES






  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS





  707 NEVADA STREET, SUSANVILLE







FEBRUARY 10, 2009

9:10 A.M. CALL TO ORDER

PRESENT:
Supervisors Lloyd Keefer, Bob Pyle and Jim Chapman; County Counsel Craig Settlemire, County Administrative Officer (CAO) John Ketelsen and Deputy Clerk of the Board Susan Osgood.  Supervisors Dahle and Hanson arrive at 9:13 a.m.  Closed session ends at 9:36 a.m.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.
ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION:  Conference with Legal Counsel:  Initiating of litigation pursuant to Subdivision (c) of Government Code section 54956.9:  one case.
9:39 A.M. OPENING CEREMONIES:  Following the flag salute, the invocation is offered by Chairman Keefer.  

ANNOUNCEMENT OF ITEMS DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION:  County Counsel Settlemire reports:  Conference with Legal Counsel:  Initiating of litigation pursuant to Subdivision (c) of Government Code section 54956.9:  one case.   With regard to the State Controller’s action to delay payments to the counties, the Lassen County Board of Supervisors, by a unanimous vote, authorized Lassen County to join in litigation to be filed by Sacramento and San Diego counties against the California State Controller and State Treasurer to obtain the following legal relief:

a.          A writ of mandate requiring Controller to release any previously appropriated state and/or federal funds which Controller has previously withheld for either assistance or administrative costs.

b.         A writ of mandate requiring Controller, Treasurer, etc. to issue warrants to County for which funds have been appropriated for the identified programs (as evidenced in the Budget Act) which are not currently exhausted or otherwise legally encumbered and/or to determine whether any current appropriation is available for specified purposes and, if so, to approve payment from such appropriation.

c.         A judicial declaration that Controller is statutorily obligated to promptly and fully allocate appropriations to counties.

d.         A judicial declaration that County satisfies its legal duty by providing assistance/services with any federal funds allocated for such assistance/services and with the County share of cost as statutorily determined and that County has no legal duty to backfill any state or federal funds that are deferred by the Controller.

e.         A restraining order, preliminary injunction, etc., enjoining the Controller, Treasurer, etc., from withholding state and/or federal funds until appropriate Notices of Action have been issued by the State advising recipients of decreases, reductions in benefits/assistance.

AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS:  Agenda Item D3, Lassen County Children and Families Commission, is postponed until the February 17, 2009 meeting.  Supervisor Chapman requests the meeting be adjourned in memory of John Hamilton, Alice Rigling and Pietro “Pete” DeSantis. 

ACTION:  Approve agenda with noted changes.

MOVED BY:
Hanson

SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

PUBLIC COMMENT

1)  Veterans Service Officer (VSO) Mike Schneider:  Reports he attended the VSO conference and presents the Board with the California Association of County Veterans Service Officers 2009 Annual Report.    

2)  Environmental Health Officer Doug Ames:  Attended meeting in Santa Rosa February 6 with four other directors and State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Chair Tam Doduc regarding AB 885 issues.  Distributes copies of email letter regarding the meeting and progress that was made there.  Greatest concern has been that Sacramento did not seem to hear what information has been given in opposition to AB 885.  Many discussions were held over the years; people who put it together had not listened. Ms. Doduc seemed to be receptive to the information given; stated this is a draft proposal and assured the group that staff would look at comments and make changes.  She was shocked and surprised at the negative reaction the regulations and distrust of the public to Sacramento.  Mr. Ames responded that this was because of past experience; good regulations were established but they were totally ignored.  Three main points were discussed:  1)  Suggest tiered approach such as:  first tier could be areas where there are known problems, second tier could be areas where more information is needed and third tier could be areas where it is known there is no issue with water quality.  2)  Would like a general waiver so local agencies should have authority to review septic system applications.  3)  The monitoring program has requirements that do not make sense; only three apply to constituents of sewage.  Instead of 5 year requirement on all owners with septic systems to sample their water wells and solids levels in their tanks, CCDH is suggesting a survey to identify areas of concern and then target monitoring in areas of concern.  Further discussion is held.   The Board thanks Mr. Ames for his help with this issue over the years. 
3)  Jim McCarthy (Susan River Fire Protection District):  Distributes a sample of Certificate of Compliance Developer Fee form and explains the current process where the fee is collected by Typing and Temporaries Etc. and then processed by the Auditor’s office.   Speaking only for Susan River Fire Protection District, he asks the Board for help finding a new process as Typing and Temporaries Etc. will be closing their business at the end of the month.  Discussion is held.  CAO Ketelsen states that not all problems can be solved by staff and there will still be instances where the applicant would have to confer with the Fire Chief.   This issued will be placed on the next agenda.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Deputy Public Works Director for Facilities Peter Heimbigner presents request to approve expenditure to Susanville Veterans Memorial Building kitchen project.  This is part of ongoing improvements to the facility over past 10 years.  It is the last hurdle to get it to fully functional commercial utilization which will allow the kitchen to be more utilized by the public and would bring in additional revenue. The total project will cost about $25,000; local Veterans organizations have pledged $5,000 as cost share on the project.
ACTION:  1) Approve expenditure of $20,000 from Fund 119-1191-3006200 Accumulative Capital Outlay.  2)  Receive revenue of $5,000 from Veterans organizations into Fund 119-9001-2011200 Accumulative Capital Outlay.
MOVED BY:
Chapman

SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

TREASURY OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE - APPOINTMENT
ACTION:   Appoint Chairman Lloyd Keefer to the Treasury Oversight Committee.
MOVED BY:  Chapman  

SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

LASSEN COUNTY GENERAL PLAN VISIONING AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE - 

ADDITIONAL APPLICANTS

Discussion is held regarding accepting more members into the new Lassen County General Plan Visioning and Advisory Committee. 

ACTION:  Accept additional applications for to the Lassen County General Plan Visioning and Advisory Committee and appoint applicants who have filed through February 11, 2009.
MOVED BY:
Chapman

SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

PUBLIC HEARING - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

The public hearing is opened at 10:17 a.m.  

Lassen County Building Official Steve Fuller presents information on the request to adopt an ordinance that would amend Lassen County Code, Title 3, Section 3.18.090 “Building Inspection Fees”.  Senate Bill 1473, effective January 1, 2009, mandates a building permit surcharge fee be collected by local jurisdictions on all permits issued, to be used primarily to develop green building standards.  It also provides that jurisdictions may retain ten (10) percent of the fee collected for administrative costs and for code enforcement education.  The agenda request is to amend the current fee ordinance to include this fee so the public can be aware of all fees associated with a permit application.  Supervisor Hanson asks what would happen if the Board did not approve the ordinance.  CAO Ketelsen responds that the mandated fee is self-executing.  County Counsel Settlemire states the Board would need to take action to retain the 10% for administration.
No one speaks in opposition to or in favor of this item.  The public hearing is closed at 10:21 a.m.

ACTION:  It is moved to not adopt an ordinance but to let his self execute.  

MOVED BY:
Chapman

SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

CONSENT CALENDAR

Supervisor Chapman requests Item G2, Health and Social Services contracts, be pulled for separate discussion.

ACTION:  Take the noted action on the following Consent Calendar items:

OVED BY:
Hanson


SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

COUNTY CLERK ITEM – MINUTES
Approve Minutes of January 20, 2009. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ITEM – ROAD DIVISION
Approve the "First Amendment to Agreement By and Between Lassen County and Marc Roy Van Zuuk" for professional services as Deputy County Surveyor services and authorize the Director of Public Works to sign the Amendment upon approval by County Counsel. 

SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT ITEM
PATROL SERVICES 

Authorize participation in the 2009 Controlled Substance Operation Plan with the Lassen National Forest and authorize the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors and the Sheriff to sign the Operation Plan. 

TRAINING 
Approve travel authorization request for Boating Safety Deputy Dave Alcorn to attend the California Peace Officer Standards and Training Recertification Course at the Napa Valley College March 2 - March 20, 2009.  The total cost is estimated to be $2,978. 

VEHICLE

Authorize the purchase of one new Dodge Nitro sport utility vehicle to replace an existing fleet vehicle that was damaged beyond repair.  This purchase will come from the 180-1801-3006200 (CMAS 1-09-23-20) in the amount of $19,140.83.  Purchase will be reimbursed by insurance.    
VEHICLES

Authorize the purchase of 8 new vehicles to replace fleet vehicles assigned to various departments.  This is a CMAS purchase (1-09-23-20 and 1-09-23-10) through the State Department of General Services.  The total purchase price for all vehicles is $151,971.03.  This purchase will come from the equipment line of the motor pool budget (135-0352-3006200). 

PRISON TRIAL COSTS ITEMS – PRISON TRIAL COSTS REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM ITEMS

Receive and file Recap of CCC Prison and High Desert State Prison Trials Cost Reimbursement Billing for January 2009. 

MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS
Receive and file the following correspondence:
a.  Susanville City Council, Susanville Community Development Agency, Susanville Municipal Energy Corporation and Susanville Public Financing Authority meeting agenda for November 5, 2008.

b.  PSA 2 Area Agency on Aging Executive Board meeting agenda for February 2, 2009.  

c.  Lassen County Planning Commission meeting agenda for February 4, 2009.

d.  Lassen County Mental Health Advisory Board meeting agenda for February 17, 2009.

e.  Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) of Lassen County meeting agenda for February 9, 2009.

f.  Big Valley Community Alliance, Inc. December 2008 report and newsletter for February 2009.

g.  Lassen County Air Pollution Control District Governing Board meeting agenda for February 10, 2009.

HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES ITEM – ADMINISTRATION
The agenda request is to approve the contracted services list of new contractors/providers within the Health and Social Services Department for the FY 2008/2009 period.  Supervisor Chapman states he has no problem with the process that has been in place with contracts but is concerned with the State’s willingness to fulfill its responsibilities regarding administering the grants and programs. (Supervisor Hanson absent 10:24 – 10:25 a.m.)  
ACTION:  Approve the contracted services list of new contractors/providers within the Health and Social Services Department for the FY 2008/2009 period, and authorize the CAO to execute said agreements.
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  No

AYES:
 Pyle, Keefer, Dahle, Hanson

ABSTENTIONS:  None

NOES:
  Chapman



ABSENTEES:  None

HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES - PATIENT’S RIGHTS ADVOCATE - ADMIN

Deputy CAO for Health and Social Services Kevin Mannel introduces some key staff members who were instrumental in getting services to the current level:  John Larrivee (H&SS Quality Improvement, Quality Assurance Manager), Pam Hunt (active member and employee of Lassen Aurora Network), Ken Crandall (Director of Mental Health), Cathy Dirden (parent of a mental health consumer; past president of National Alliance on Mental Illness [NAMI]) Jackie Musick (client advocate; works closely with consumers).  John Larrivee presents information on the request to accept the application for the award to the application National Association of Counties (NACo) for the Lassen Aurora Network.  Presents information on the award criteria and information on the Lassen Aurora Network program goes beyond the required criteria.  

ACTION:   Accept the application for the National Association of Counties (NACo) Award for eligibility and authorize the Chairman of the Board to sign as the required elected official.
MOVED BY:
Hanson

SECONDED BY:  Pyle

UNANIMOUS:  Yes
LOCAL REUSE AUTHORITY
(Convenes as the Local Reuse Authority) 
Jeremy Goulart, representing Homes by Towne, Towne Development of Sacramento:  Presents history and update of the Herlong mixed use project.   Reports Towne continues to move forward with the project but understands that current market conditions regarding unemployment and the credit crunch have caused them to re-think moving forward at this time.  The project is moving forward in a number of ways:  they have been supporting the Herlong Revitalization Committee;   have sponsored a number of their events including the Citizen Appreciation Barbeque to thank the people who did such a great job cleaning up the community and restoring the ball field.  They are investigating various sources of State and Federal grant funding that might be available for the project at a time when money has been freed up.    Homes by Towne are having internal discussions about processing a tentative subdivision map on the property.  They want to begin discussing that opportunity with staff so the project could be “shovel ready”.  Discussion is held.

(Recesses and reconvenes as Board of Supervisors)
PUBLIC HEARING – DESIGN REVIEW #2008-0906, ROBERT BENNETT
The public hearing is opened at 10:45 a.m.
Chief Planner Maurice Anderson presents staff report on the Design Review #2008-096, Robert Bennett (324 Fir Street, Westwood,  A.P.N.:  125-142-01) referred by the Planning Commission.  The applicant, Robert Bennett, constructed an accessory building approximately 360 square feet in size; no building permit had been obtained.  The Code Enforcement Officer took notice of the building and tagged it because the applicant had not obtained a building permit and all structures in Westwood are subject to design review, specifically the requirement that all new construction have a 6/12 pitch or more to the roof.  The structure in question is about 2 or 3/12 pitch.  The matter was referred to the Architectural Review Committee (ARC) as staff was unable to approve it at that point.  The ARC reviewed it and referred to the Planning Commission who also struggled with the same issues and it has now been referred to the Board of Supervisors.  Presents photos and visuals.  The action today is to approve or disapprove Design Review Application #2008-096.  Mr. Anderson notes that staff does not take this lightly, acknowledges the applicant spent a lot of money and that this is an unfortunate situation.  States that public participation was significant when the guidelines were developed and they reflect what the people of Westwood said they wanted.  He suggests if the Board does wish to approve this that they do so by amending the guidelines to allow some flexibility in the design review process that would allow flexibility with the ARC or the Board of Supervisors.  Staff recommends the project be disapproved. 
Supervisor Pyle:  States he has seen the project and spoken with Mr. Bennett.  Feels there is confusion regarding this type of building.  Distributes photos of similar buildings in the area.  Reports that Mr. Bennett purchased a portable carport and was told by the person who sold it to him that it probably did not require a permit.  Mr. Bennett did put in a floor because the lot is not level and he did also enclose the building.  Mr. Anderson responds that carports of this size would not require a permit but when a floor has been added or it has been enclosed, a permit should have been obtained.  At that point the Design Review requirements would be applicable.   States the local business that sells this type of building will be contacted.  

CAO Ketelsen:  States the ARC and Design Review Board wrestled with this matter and found they did not have the latitude to make an exception here.  The Planning Commission agreed and that is why it is before the Board.  It is in a Design Review Area and there is a restriction because the community wanted to try to get architectural consistency throughout the area.  Supervisor Dahle states there needs to be public comment before a change is made.  
No one speaks in favor of or opposition to the design review application.
Applicant Robert Bennett:  States he needed storage and purchased the building at a local hardware store where he was told they did not think he would need a permit.  Put building on a wooden deck because of the slope.  Was informed he would need a permit; attempted to get it but had difficulty getting specs on the building.  Was told at a review meeting that the pitch was wrong.  States there are probably ten similar buildings in the area; he tried to make the building look good and match his house.  Has about $7,000 already and cannot afford to tear it down.

 

The public hearing is closed at 11:04 a.m. 

Supervisor Dahle:  States these types of buildings are all over the County.  Thinks issue should stand until the community has had a chance to give input.   Staff did the right thing by bringing this matter to the Board as there are inconsistencies.  
Supervisor Chapman:  Thinks the design review for roof pitch was designed to deal with dwelling units and construction of houses.  Feels buildings that are 120 square feet or less should be exempt.

Further discussion is held.  

CAO Ketelsen:  States this matter could be tabled while staff works to notify the public regarding an proposed amendment to the area plan or the give ARC powers of review that would give more outs in all design review situations, on a case by case basis.  States the ARC is charged with reviewing whether or not someone is in compliance with the Area Plan and that has a design review aspect to it. 
County Counsel Settlemire:  States he is concerned with an equal protection consideration concerning someone who built a structure without a permit or someone who complied with the guidelines at an additional expense; they aren’t getting the same treatment.  If the Board defers a decision to a later date, the Board could be in a position to review the guidelines and see if there is an appropriate mechanism that would provide due process to allow for certain exceptions or variances from the guidelines.  Mr. Bennett has a right to have a decision on this but think that based on what is in place, the decision would have to be to deny the application.  If Mr. Bennett is agreeable it may be in his best interest.  Chairman Keefer asks Mr. Bennett if he is agreeable and he responds that he is.    
ACTION:  It is moved to defer this issue until there is a chance to review the guidelines; applicant Robert Bennett gives his approval to defer this matter. 

MOVED BY:
Pyle


SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
Recess 11:28 a.m. – 11:33 a.m.
SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY – LINDA HANSEN
Linda Hansen:  States she is the Mt. Lassen representative for the Sierra Nevada Conservancy located in Susanville.  Presents history of the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) that was established in 2004 and is part of the California Resources Agency.  Mission is to initiate, encourage and support efforts that improve the environmental, economic and social well-being of the Sierra Nevada Region, its communities and the citizens of California.  Primarily SNC was established to administer grant funds under Proposition 84 (Proposition 84 - the Clean Water, Parks and Coastal Protection Act) to be used for restoration and protection and conservation of watersheds and their resources within the Sierra Nevada region.   There are 7 program areas under grants program that are directly related to the mission and many are the basis for the grants that have been provided to Lassen County constituents. More than $2 million dollars was allocated to projects in the north subregion including acquisition to planning, restoration work on the ground to fuels management work which has been a large amount of funds allocated.  The Lassen County Fire Safe Council (LCFSC) has received two grants for fuels reduction; SNC also funded preplanning work and pre-due diligence work for the acquisition of the Modoc line.  They administer three types of grants and fund projects for CEQA NEPA compliance.  Information is available to the public for explanation of grants guidelines and application packages and on website:  www.sierranevada.ca.gov. 

Bond Freeze:  On December 17 notice was given to SNC by the Pooled Money Investment Board  (PIMB) who oversee the disbursement of California bonds and grant money to freeze Proposition 84 Bond money.  All payments were suspended.  No work could be done after December 17 and be guaranteed a reimbursement.  This stopped SNC from being able to authorize any further expenditure of funds.  SNC has one more round of grants that is currently open for strategic opportunity grants (category 1 and 2); applications will be accepted until February 27.  SNC hopes to be ready to move forward when funds are again available.  
Supervisor Dahle states he is proud to have Ms. Hansen representing the north area.  Supervisor Hanson states there will be an agenda item on next week for a saw tooth grant for the eradication of white top.  Rob Wilson is putting that together. 
SHERIFF -  CONTRACT
Sheriff Steve Warren presents information on request for grant supplement for Boating and Waterways program.  Grant money is available for $15,500.  Supervisor Chapman asks where the money will come from if the grant money does not come through.  Sheriff Warren responds that if the grant falls through it is all tied to equipment and some line item issues (not personnel) and the money would not be spent if the grant does not come in, a Boating and Waterways reserve fund balance would be used. 
ACTION: 1) Approve the California Department of Boating and Waterways Miscellaneous Equipment Grant, Contract #08-204-789 and authorize the County Administrative Officer to sign Contract #08-204-789 for miscellaneous equipment grant.  2)  Authorize additional revenue of $15,500 in the State Boating Revenue Line (111-0520-2006212) increasing it from $148,172 to $163,672. 3)  Authorize an additional appropriation of $7,000 in the Sheriff's Contracts Boat Patrol Equipment line (111-0520-3006200) increasing it from $5,000 to $12,000.  4)  Authorize an additional appropriation of $8,500 in the Sheriff's Contracts Boat Patrol Non-capitalized Equipment line (111-0520-3002701) increasing it from $10,000 to $18,500.  Supervisor Chapman states that reserve funds from Boating and Waterways should be used if the grant money does not come in.  
MOVED BY:
Chapman

SECONDED BY:  Pyle 

UNANIMOUS:  Yes

HEATING SYSTEM 

Undersheriff John Mineau presents information on problems with heating system.  The invoice is higher than the original quote from Slusher Plumbing because problems were found when they began the work.  
ACTION: Determine the existence of an emergency situation and ratify the purchase identified in job invoice #3917 for Slusher Plumbing in the amount of $10,902.59 for an emergency purchase to repair the heating system for the Sheriff's office and Public Safety Dispatch Center.  
MOVED BY:
Pyle


SECONDED BY:  Hanson 

UNANIMOUS:  Yes 
REQUEST

Sheriff Warren states request is to purchase a heavy duty tow vehicle and assign it to Boating and Waterways for towing and moving boats to replace currently used vehicle to be taken from the Boating and Waterways reserve fund.    
ACTION: Approve additional appropriation in the equipment line of the Sheriff's Contracts Budget 111-0520-300600 for a later vehicle purchase in the amount of $35,000. 

MOVED BY:
Pyle


SECONDED BY:  Dahle 

UNANIMOUS:  Yes

AUDITOR – GOVERNMENTAL ACCOUNTING STANDARDS BOARD (GASB)
Auditor Karen Fouch reports on the Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement #45 (GASB 45) Actuarial Study - Accounting and Financial Reporting by Employers for Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) and requests direction on whether to schedule a study session or select a preferred funding option.  Presents background on GASB and Statement #45 on OPEB which requires that governments who provide post employment benefits to retirees other than pensions value the liabilities and disclose them on financial statements.  GASB does not dictate how a government should fund the benefits; the local agency makes that decision.  Lassen County pays a portion of retiree health insurance premiums, these are considered OPEB liabilities.  The County contributes a set dollar amount between $150 and $437 per month depending on the bargaining unit and the number of dependents covered.  GASB 45 actuarial study estimates the cost of future benefits and past benefits that have been earned but not paid for yet.  The study estimates the unfunded actuarially accrued liability (UAAL) to be $4 million if the plan is funded.  If all or a portion of that amount is set aside the plan would be considered pre-funded (option 3 in report).  The annual required contribution (ARC) is estimated to be $454,000.  If the ARC amount is paid each year the plan is considered fully funded (option 2).  The County usually uses a pay as you go approach; approximately $300,000 is spent each year for current retiree health benefits.  If we continue this approach the plan is considered unfunded and the UAAL increases from $4 million to $6.3 million (option 1).  Auditor Fouch recommends scheduling a future study session with either the entire Board or a select committee to discuss this in greater detail and find a preferred funding option.  Discussion is held.      
ACTION:  Chairman Keefer requests a Study Session be scheduled prior to budget deliberations.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT - BID AWARD
ACTION: 1)  Award the contract for "Leavitt Lane Bridge 7C-61 Replacement Project, Lassen County" to Q&D Construction, Inc., Sparks, NV, the lowest bidder meeting the specifications, in the amount of $1,179,120.  2)  Authorize the Director of Public Works to sign the Agreement once it has been approved by County Counsel.  3)  Authorize the Director of Public Works to authorize Change Orders up to an amount "not-to-exceed" $120,000 (approximately 10%). 

MOVED BY:
Dahle


SECONDED BY:  Pyle

UNANIMOUS  Yes
PARKS

Deputy Public Works Director for Facilities Peter Heimbigner presents a status report on park projects.   Because of the December 17 bond freeze, work on projects was to be suspended unless the County wanted to provide the funding.  A bid for one bridge structure has been put on hold.  He asks the Board what they would like to see done on projects where equipment has been received.  These two projects wouldn’t be done until spring.  Mr. Heimbigner states that some projects will be pushed back past the deadline and he would like to know if they can get extensions.   State Parks cannot grant an extension, the sunset date has been set by the legislature.  All paperwork needs to be in by end of March, 2011; sunset date with the State on liquidating the projects is June, 2011.  Currently the State owes Lassen County about $150,000 in reimbursements.  Further discusses details of projects that have been approved under the 2002 Park Bond – Proposition 40, including what cost would be to complete projects that have been started.    Further discussion is held.  (Supervisor Dahle is absent briefly at 12:16 p.m.)  Supervisor Dahle does not think the County should move forward on anything if there are no funds. 

Trail Coordinator Joel Rathje reports that the 14 miles of trail construction has been completed and the contract has been paid.  States there are things he can do to continue the project moving forward.  In one project staff would work with the children from the Rancheria after school program.  Children would choose Native American names for the trails then select petroglyph symbols to be put on rocks to mark the trails.  There would be posts with maps at every confluence.  Discussion is held. Mr. Rathje will bring a more formal presentation back to the Board.    The network will be opened on National Trails Day, June 6.  Mr. Heimbigner will update the Board if any money frees up.  
UNAGENDIZED BOARD REPORTS:

Supervisor Dahle:  Suggests that time be set aside to discuss budget related items.      

INFORMATION TO THE BOARD

CAO Ketelsen:  Reports on budget: the approach has been to react to what is known and what can reasonably be anticipated.  Re-stresses the distinction between what the Controller is doing (delaying payments) versus what the Governor is proposing (deferring payments which will require legislative action).  Because a lot of grants have been interfered with, staff has met with the District Attorney, Sheriff and Public Works Director who are working on the problem; will present a report next week.  It is not known if the County will be viewed as a vendor regarding the State’s housing of jail inmates.  The main impact on the delay and deferral is in Health and Social Services.  Kevin Mannel and his staff have been working on plans to adapt to that.  By using realignment funds they should be in good shape for 3 months longer than the 7 months projected by the State.  Public Works should also have enough money on hand to make it through for 7 months.  Lassen County is in better shape than some; states the funds on hand were to take care of local exigencies and should not have to be used to cover the delays or deferrals.  Has received information stating that Counties with less than a population of 40,000 would be exempt from the social services deferrals but not from HUDA or Prop 42 deferrals; no Counties are exempt from the Controllers delay of payments.  Chairman Keefer requests a study session be scheduled for the next meeting.  
UNAGENDIZED BOARD REPORTS - Continued

Supervisor Hanson:  Designates the following from his discretionary funds:   $500 to Jeanne Huber for Smiles for Life and $600 for the Fort Sage Family Resource Center in support of their outreach to senior citizens and their transportation issue.      

Supervisor Chapman:  1) Received letter regarding the junior fishing derby scheduled for April 18; asks if the County will again be sponsor.  He agrees to be the contact person again this year.  2)  Reports on an issue he would like to have County Counsel review regarding Lassen County’s participation in Joint Powers Authorities; would like a policy on what type of fiscal obligations the Board derives in terms of potential liability.  

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY 

There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 1:00 p.m. in memory of John Hamilton, Alice Rigling and Pietro “Pete” DeSantis. 








______________________________  








Chairman of the Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

_______________________ 

Susan Osgood, Deputy Clerk of the Board 
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