[image: image1.png]


                 SUMMARY MINUTES






  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS





  707 NEVADA STREET, SUSANVILLE







JANUARY 27, 2009
9:01 A.M. CALL TO ORDER

PRESENT:
Supervisors Lloyd Keefer, Bob Pyle, Jim Chapman, and Brian Dahle; County Counsel Craig Settlemire, County Administrative Officer (CAO) John Ketelsen, Personnel Director/Risk Manager Ron Vossler, Agriculture Commissioner Jim Donnelly and Deputy Clerk of the Board Susan Osgood.  Supervisor Jack Hanson is absent for the day.  Supervisor Chapman arrives at 9:18 a.m.  Personnel Director/Risk Manager departs at 9:02 a.m.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

CLOSED SESSION:  9:01 A.M. CALL TO ORDER

PRESENT:
Supervisors Lloyd Keefer, Bob Pyle, Jim Chapman and Brian Dahle; County Counsel Craig Settlemire, County Administrative Officer (CAO) John Ketelsen and Deputy Clerk of the Board Susan Osgood.  David Marcus is present 9:01 a.m. – 9:10 a.m.  Personnel Director/Risk Manager Ron Vossler is present 9:10 a.m. – 9:29 a.m.  Closed session ends at 9:29 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION:  1)  Employee performance evaluation:  Agriculture Commissioner Jim Donnelly.  
9:32 A.M. OPENING CEREMONIES:  Following the flag salute, the invocation is offered by Chairman Keefer. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF ITEMS DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION:  Deputy Clerk of the Board Osgood reports:  1)  Employee performance evaluation:  Agriculture Commissioner Jim Donnelly.  The Board gave Mr. Donnelly an evaluation of satisfactory and approved a step increase in salary.
AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS:  

Supervisor Chapman requests the meeting be adjourned in memory of George Farris.

ACTION:  Approve agenda as posted.

MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  No
AYES:
  Keefer, Pyle, Chapman, Dahle
ABSTENTIONS:  None

NOES:
  None




ABSENTEES:  Hanson

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Sheriff Steve Warren reports that he previously had requested and received an appropriation for training to send two correctional officers to the POST academy.  Candidates must meet a set of criteria and performance measures.  The Sheriff makes the selection and reaffirms some of the standards and criteria and objectives before they go to the academy.  Unfortunately one of the officers has failed to meet the objectives, has been removed from the academy and been re-assigned to his regular duty.  This will have a slight impact on the budget; there will be some net savings because that money will not be expended.   
UNAGENDIZED BOARD REPORTS:

Supervisor Chapman:  1)  Attended Nortec meeting on January 22 in Oroville which was interesting.  Focus was on the job training programs as it relates to the current economic situation.  Nortec covers eleven of the northern counties and is in partnership with seven other counties.  Distributes information summarizing the stimulus package being debated by Congress.  Heard from Kurt Bonham that there is specific language prohibiting swimming pools and golf courses from being considered for projects.  Feels the Supervisors should appeal to Senator Feinstein and other legislative representatives to get that language modified or changed.  States there is money for hazardous fuel removal and prevention of wildfires on public lands; wants to make sure Tom Esgate works opportunities there.  

2)  Reports his concerns on budget; questions how contributions to CalPers for retirement programs will be affected.

3)  Was part of the services for George Farris, long time resident and former City Treasurer.  He was the owner of Hobo Camp for over 30 years which was later transferred to BLM.  Considers him to be the Father of the Trails in this area.  States he will be missed by the community and suggests people walk on the trail to celebrate his life. 
Supervisor Dahle:  Will be attending RCRC January 28 and 29; hopes to get some good information on where the budget is headed and what the Governor and legislature are trying to do.  
Supervisor Keefer:   1) Designates the following from his discretionary funds: $500 to the Honey Lake Grange.  One of the objectives of the Grange is to set the building up on a generator so if the power goes out in the area people could use the hall.  After being advised that he cannot be a member of the Board of Directors and designate money from his discretionary fund, he has resigned as a member of the Grange.  
2)  Attended the Community Advisory Committee meeting January 26 with the two state prison and the federal prison representatives.   Staffing issues have been resolved.  High Desert gave a report on their aggressive drug interdiction program in the last year.  They are trying to stop the flow of drugs into the prison by visitors.  The warden stated there were 78 cases the District Attorney prosecuted.  

3) Received email from Sylvia Milligan that included a January 13, 2009 letter from Regional Forester Randy Moore from Vallejo regarding the road management issue.  Feels it is significant and will distribute copies for the Board.  Feels it has been obvious that since the November election there have been some changes within the Forest Service in terms of how they are going to approach this issue.  States the Plumas Draft Environmental Impact Statement came out and Lassen County responded with a letter asking for an extension.  He has heard from sources that after the DEIS came out some environmentalists went into the Plumas National Forest office which resulted in some changes to the DEIS that were not in favor of the mixed use.  Reads part of the email and further discussion is held.
LASSEN COUNTY GENERAL PLAN VISIONING AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Assistant Community Development Director Joe Bertotti:  Presents information to the Board on the newly formed “Lassen County General Plan Visioning and Advisory Committee”.  (Supervisor Chapman absent briefly at 10:16 a.m.)   States it was originally thought that 15 to 20 members would be a good working group; 29 applications were received.  The agenda request is also to authorize expenditure of up to $5,000 for incidental project expenses for the preparation of the first phase that was not contained in the contract with Clarion Associates.  It was advertised that the group would attend 6 to 8 meetings over a 12 to 18 month period although the group may extend duty if needed.  Discussion is held with the Board agreeing the applicant list is a good one and all should be appointed to the committee.  

Supervisor Dahle:  Requests that records be kept of who attends the meetings and who participated at a detailed level.  

Supervisor Chapman:  States his concern that the Board be willing to listen to what the committee comes up with for a vision or policies; feels when planning gets in the way of property rights that planning takes a back seat.  Supervisor Keefer responds that there are some cases where property rights have been a deciding factor, but feels the Board looks at all of the issues involved and weighs them.  
CAO Ketelsen:  States there will be a record of what is said at the meetings; asks if the Board would require a quorum.  Feels there should be a discussion on property rights but it should probably be delayed until the consultant is available.  Further discussion is held.
ACTION:  Authorize up to $5,000 and appoint the following applicants to the Lassen County General Plan Visioning and Advisory Committee:  Theresa Phillips, Richard B. Ives, Lorene Guffey, John Pastor, Fred Wemple, Fred Nagel, Constance Jenkins, Jean M. Coye, Janice Gotcher, Tim Keesey, Irene Doyle, Jason Waddell, Steve Fortin, Tim Garrod, Keri L. Richards, Christopher O’Brien, Tina Cordoba, Curtis Moran, Luke S. Garrod, John T. Barker, Paul Herman, Kim Dieter, Marion L. Steward, Nicholas B. McBride, Willis Dow, Jay Stanhope, Doug Robinson, Jason Murry and Carrie Satica.
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  No
AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Dahle


ABSTENTIONS:  Chapman
NOES:
  None




ABSENTEES:   Hanson
CONSENT CALENDAR

ACTION:  Take the noted action on the following Consent Calendar items:

MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  No

AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Chapman, Dahle
ABSTENTIONS:  None

NOES:
  None




ABSENTEES:   Hanson

COUNTY CLERK ITEM - MINUTES

Approve Minutes of January 13, 2009. 

HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES ITEM - PUBLIC HEALTH

Approve Declaration of Intent Not to Apply for FY 2008/2009 Emergency Medical Services Appropriation (EMSA), and authorize the CAO to execute the declaration. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ITEM - ROAD DIVISION

Approve the execution of Program Supplement Agreement No. MO27-Rev. 2 to Administering Agency-State Agreement for Federal-Aid Projects No. 02-5907, Leavitt Lane Bridge 7C-61 replacement project and the corresponding Resolution No. 09-004 and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS

Receive and file the following correspondence:

a.  Susanville City Council, Susanville Community Development Agency, Susanville Municipal Energy Corporation, Susanville Public Finance Authority meeting agenda for January 21, 2009.
TITLE III  REQUEST

ACTION:  Allocate Title III request for funding from the Lassen County Fire Safe Council, Inc. in the amount of $139,400 for fiscal year March 1, 2009 to February 28, 2010, for 1) planning; 2) grant writing; 3) agency collaboration and coordination; 4) community organization; and 5) public awareness and education. 

MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  No

AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Chapman, Dahle
ABSTENTIONS:  None

NOES:
  None




ABSENTEES:   Hanson
LASSEN COUNTY WATERWORKS DISTRICT – VACANCIES

ACTION:  Accept resignations of Sam Anderson and Arlene Sealock and appoint Curtis R. Darnell to fill a vacancy on the Lassen County Waterworks District Board.   

MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  No

AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Chapman, Dahle
ABSTENTIONS:  None

NOES:
  None




ABSENTEES:   Hanson

HISTORIC BUILDING REVIEW COMMITTEE - VACANCY
ACTION:  Appoint Barbara White to fill vacancy on the Historic Building Review Committee. 

MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  No

AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Chapman, Dahle
ABSTENTIONS:  None

NOES:
  None




ABSENTEES:   Hanson

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT – PLANNING DIVISION
Chief Planner Maurice Anderson:  Presents the proposal for a partial bond release from Lassen Gold Mine, Inc. for reclamation that has been done to date.  The Planning Commission recommended an outside third party look at the proposal and make sure the reclamation has been completed to the satisfaction of the requirements and Vestra Resources, Inc. was eventually chosen. The request is for $1,702,726 with approximately $821,184 remaining in the main bond.  Other bonds remaining: habitat mitigation financial assurance for $500,000; and another clean up bond for $285,000.     
CAO Ketelsen:  Reports that during the RFP process two Planning Commissioners expressed concern over water issues at the Hayden Hill Mine; that has been added to the scope of the contract.

Supervisor Dahle:  Asks questions about the power line that comes from Adin; states there is a lot of controversy as it changed hands and Lassen Municipal Utility District (LMUD) has taken control of it.  Extensive discussion is held.  CAO Ketelsen and County Counsel Settlemire present detailed information and states the matter should be brought back as an agenda item for discussion.  Supervisor Dahle requests the Chairman have this item brought back soon.

ACTION: Authorize the CAO to enter into a contract with Vestra Resources, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $11,800, to analyze and verify that the Hayden Hill Gold Mine Reclamation Plan's reclamation activities completed to date equals the proposed partial bond release amount.  Lassen Gold Mine, Inc., is requesting a partial bond release in the amount of $1,702,726.  The project site is located west of Highway 139 on Hayden Hill Road, approximately 64 miles north of Susanville (File #2000-04(A-E)).
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  No

AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Chapman, Dahle
ABSTENTIONS:  None

NOES:
  None




ABSENTEES:   Hanson

PUBLIC HEARING - CODE ENFORCEMENT

The public hearing is opened at 10:43 a.m.  
Code Enforcement Officer Lewis Dean is sworn in by the Deputy Clerk of the Board and presents the staff report.  On October 17, 2008 the contractor hired by Public Works completed the abatement on property located at 436-720 Highway 395, Doyle (Brooks).  About 100 cubic yards of debris and trash was removed from the property with a lot going to recycling areas.  Total cost of the abatement was $10,471.84, with $9,800 for the abatement and $671.84 for administrative costs.  An invoice was sent to the property owner but it has not been paid.  

No one in the audience speaks in opposition or in favor of this matter.  The public hearing is closed at 10:45 a.m.  

Discussion is held regarding the cost of abatement versus the assessed value ($4,000).  This procedure was started before the County’s citation process was in place.  Supervisor Dahle would like to find a better and cheaper way of doing this type of clean up.  
ACTION:  Adopt Resolution No. 09-003, directing staff to record a lien assessing the costs of abatement against the property described above, to be collected in the same manner as property taxes.

MOVED BY:
Pyle



SECONDED BY: Chapman
UNANIMOUS:  No

AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Chapman, Dahle
ABSTENTIONS:  None

NOES:
  None




ABSENTEES:   Hanson

SHERIFF - TRAINING

ACTION:  Approve training authorization request for Sergeant David M. Schmidt to attend the Sherman Block Supervisory Leadership Institute Course.  Training costs will exceed $2,000 and requires advanced Board Authorization pursuant to the Lassen County Travel Policy.  Training costs will come from the conferences and training line of the Sheriff's budget (130-0522-3002901).  Total training costs are $4,871.51; the County will receive full reimbursement for this training program. 

MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY: Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  No

AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Chapman, Dahle
ABSTENTIONS:  None

NOES:
  None




ABSENTEES:   Hanson
VEHICLES
Sheriff Steve Warren:  Presents information on why his department is requesting the purchase of Expeditions.  States there are less mechanical troubles than with the Crown Victorias; SUVs have the versatility of going on dirt roads in the County; they come fully equipped; although average gas mileage may be a little higher.   Assistant to the CAO Julie Morgan states there is sufficient budget but the fleet program is also looking at other department vehicles that will need to be replaced through CMAS.  
ACTION:   Approve the purchase of 5 new Special Service Sport Utility Patrol Vehicles from Downtown Ford Sales through the Department of General Services (DGS) (contract #1-09-23-20) This is a State contract purchase through the Department of General Services.  The total purchase price for all 5 vehicles is $183,320.20 which includes all applicable taxes and fees.  This purchase will come from the equipment line of the motor pool budget (135-0352-3006200).

MOVED BY:
Pyle



SECONDED BY: Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  No

AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Chapman, Dahle
ABSTENTIONS:  None

NOES:
  None




ABSENTEES:   Hanson

Recess 11:04 a.m. – 11:08 a.m.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT - PLANNING DIVISION
Associate Planner Gaylon Norwood:  Presents a power point presentation on a recently attended “Sierra Foothill Regional Smart Growth Conference: A Sustainable Approach to Community Development”. 
Presentation includes 1) What are some elements of Smart Growth. 
2)  What are the obstacles to Smart Growth and how do we overcome them.

3)  Techniques and tools of Smart Growth.

4)  What are some ways that Lassen County is practicing “Smart Growth” and some opportunities to improve.  

Board discussion is held.  

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE - LETTER

ACTION:   Approve letter in support of grant application for improvements to Gallatin Marina and authorize the Chairman to sign letter. 

MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY: Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  No

AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Chapman, Dahle
ABSTENTIONS:  None

NOES:
  None




ABSENTEES:   Hanson

INFORMATION FOR THE BOARD

CAO Ketelsen:  Reports on State budget.  Some State grants are being discontinued; he will be meeting with the District Attorney and Sheriff and ask them to cease work on those projects; will work to absorb people where there are vacancies.  Good news:  California is going to be the recipient of 21.5 billion dollars from the economic stimulus; 4.5 billion is for highways, bridges and other projects.  The “big word” is deferral.  There will be adjustments in Health and Social Services (H&SS).  Lassen County may be exempt from deferrals of the H&SS programs.  There is also talk about capping the costs which would mean the deferred expense for some programs stuck back in the 2001 expense level will not be upgraded.  States that Deputy CAO for H&SS Kevin Mannel and his staff are working on what they think impacts will be. There is talk about a 7 month deferral for high way users tax account revenues or gas taxes.  Transportation money due in June will defer until October; Prop 42 comes in monthly and there is talk about postponing that.  Most recent Legislative Analysts Office information has recommended a shift for juvenile offender and adult drug offenders to California counties.  It would involve almost 1.4 billion dollars in programs that would be funded by an increase in the vehicle license fee and a shift of current vehicle license fees from the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to counties.
AGENDA APPROVAL – Continued

Supervisor Chapman requests the meeting also be adjourned in memory of retired Auditor Irene Doyle’s brother, Emilio Llamas, and Heidi Perry-McCourt’s brother, Chris Perry.
ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY 

There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 11:47 a.m. in memory of George Farris, Emilio Llamas and Chris Perry.








______________________________  








Chairman of the Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

_______________________ 

Susan Osgood, Deputy Clerk of the Board 

�











